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Editorial Notes 


The Irish Meeting 


As will be gathered from our account on later pages of 
this issue, the Annual Meeting of the Irish Association of 
Gas Managers held in Belfast last week under the Presi- 
dency of Mr. J. A. Pemberton, of Sligo, was from all 
points of view an unqualified success. Particularly 
gratifying was the optimistic attitude in regard to the 
future of gas in Ireland in face of State-aided competition 
from electricity. ‘‘ The Industry,’’ said Mr. Pemberton 
in his Address, “‘ is in a very robust condition; reports 
from al] quarters are most encouraging, showing progress 
and indicating that a profitable market has been found 
for our commodities.”” The Address is short, but there 
is plenty of sound advice in it, and it indicates the spirit 
in which the manager of the smaller works should ap- 
proach his task. For long we have emphasized that the 
Gas Industry should be gas conscious throughout, that its 
personnel from humblest to highest should be gas minded 
and transmit their enthusiasm to gas consumers and the 
public generally. There are so many opportunities for 
doing this, and so many. platforms; and in this regard 
small undertakings are perhaps even more advantage- 
ously placed than the larger ones in that they can exercise 
closer personal contact. For the manager of the small 
works it is comparatively easy to secure intimate contact 
with consumers, and this friendly relationship is invalu- 
able. Mr. Pemberton realizes this, and we have no doubt 
that the success he has achieved at Sligo is due in no 
small measure to this fact. 

Mr. Pemberton urges recognition of the importance of 
supplying a gas of constant quality and at adequate 
pressures at all times. The best results in any gas-works 
can, of course, be gained only by strict chemical control. 
The smaller works cannot afford trained chemists and 
weil-equipped laboratories, but they can do a great deal 
in a small way. Space can be set aside for some simple 
testing apparatus which is simple to manipulate after 
ecrtain fundamental principles have been grasped. Size 


is not necessarily a criterion of efficiency and good ser- 
vice, and the manufacturers of plant have made available 
to the smallest undertaking plant easy to work and sure 
in its results. This applies to ancillary plant as well as 
to carbonizing units themselves. Coke screening plant, 
for example, is available to the small works, and every 
installation has shown it to be a paying proposition. 
Moreover, it pays not only from the immediate revenue 
point of view, but also in impressing upon the public the 
quality of service which their local gas undertaking is 
prepared to give. A good market for coke has been 
created at Sligo—the demand in fact being greater than 
supply—a condition of affairs happily obtaining in the 
Gas Industry, as a whole at the present time. The 
capacity of the carbonizing plant at Sligo was capable of 
greater output without additional capital costs, and Mr. 
Pemberton approached owners of suction plant and 
succeeded in substituting town gas for producer gas. In- 
creased output, additional coke available for sale, better 
financial results were the outcome of this policy of offer- 
ing gas at competitive costs for additional load for special 
purposes. 

Turning to the selling side, there is nothing to prevent 
small undertakings from introducing methods of charge 
more attractive than the flat rate. At Sligo, we are glad 
to note, Mr. Pemberton has graded his prices in accord- 
ance with demand and type of service, but he emphasizes 
that low price of gas must not be regarded as the sole 
means of gaining new business and retaining existing 
loads. Gas undertakings should regard themselves not 
as sellers of gas and coke as such, but as purveyors of a 
first-rate heat service; and to ensure the continued satis- 
faction of the consumer adequate inspection of appliances 
in use is necessary. Such inspection is, of course, re- 
flected in the price at which gas can be sold, but the slight 
addition is generally recognized to be more than worth 
while. Mr. Pemberton mentions this aspect of gas under- 
takings’ work, but he does not refer to what we consider 
an all-important question in regard to consumer service. 
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We have in mind the need for trained fitters capable of 
installing modern appliances in a neat and efficient 
manner and capable also of maintaining these appliances 
at their best performance. Far too many complaints 
have arisen, and continue to arise, not because ap appli- 
ance is faulty, but on account of its faulty installation; 
and there can be no doubt that one of the most pressing 
needs at the present time is for competent fitters. Much 
remains to be done to get a better class of fitter, especially 
in the country districts. 

Mr. Pemberton’s Presidential Address will be found on 
later pages. In addition to this, two Papers were 
presented—one by Mrs. Eileen Murphy, Home Service 
Director of the British Commercial Gas Association, dis- 
cussing the condition of affairs and the opportunities in 
the Gas Industry in Northern Ireland, the other by Mr. 
H. H. Hollis, of the Oxley Engineering Company, Ltd., 
on electric welding as applied to gas-works plant. These 
will be dealt with subsequently in the ‘* JouRNAL.”’ 


Gas-Works and the Steel Shortage 


Tue serious shortage of steel which is afflicting construc- 
tional work is naturally having its effect on gas-works. 
Many engineers who were a little late in placing orders 
for next winter’s plant must be hoping for a mild autumn 
and early spring to enable them to get through without 
the plant that should normally have been ready for Sep- 
tember or October. Among the more difficult sections of 
steel are the bars that are needed for reinforced concrete, 
and not infrequently that means delay in getting in the 
foundations, which in turn delays the whole programme. 
On all sides are heard anxious enquiries as to when (or 
even, if) the steel shortage is likely to be rectified. Many 
attempts are being made to improve the situation, and 
it is fortunately, not without hope. It has been authori- 
tatively stated that the shortage is not due to lack of 
steel-making plant or of blast furnaces. It is due 
primarily to shortage of raw materials, and in particular 
of coke and ore. That there is a shortage of coke the 
Gas Industry is painfully aware. There is the greatest 
difficulty in most of the larger centres of population in 
finding sufficient coke to retain those hard-won markets 
that the Industry will need when times become normal. 
The London and Counties Coke Association in the South, 
and other undertakings in the Midlands and North, have 
spent years of effort in popularizing coke, as the only 
means of preventing coke from going the way of sulphate 
of ammonia on account of the competition of the coke 
ovens. Now the Gas Industry, and the country, gener- 
ally, is in a quandary. Are we to ask the coke ovens 
for supplies to keep our coke customers fully supplied, or 
are we to admit that the iron and steel industry has the 
first call on oven coke, and so assist to reduce our steel 
shortage? 

Fortunately, the indications are that the shortage of 
coke will become less extreme as the year passes. Dur- 
ing the years 1934 to 1936 new coke ovens capable of 
carbonizing over 20,000 tons of coal a day were ordered ; 
of this, 12,595 tons were for steel works and 8,249 tons 
for collieries. A great deal of this construction, it must 
be admitted, was for modern ovens to replace batteries 
which the passage of time had rendered obsolete; this 
accounted for a total of 12,232 tons of coal carbonized 
per day. New batteries built not for replacement pur- 
poses but to carbonize coal that had not been previously, 
carbonized had a nominal capacity of 8,612 tons. Those 
concerned with the coke shortage have no particular in- 
terest in the replacement tonnage, but it is useful to record 
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that during 1985 orders were placed for additional ovens 
to carbonize 2,100 tons of coal a day, and during 19:36 to 
carbonize 2,978 tons—a total of 1,250,000 tons of coke per 
annum, equivalent in a self-contained steel works to the 
production of over 1,000,000 tons of steel annually, 4s 
our present steel production is about 18,000,000 tcns 
year, this represents a considerable increase in the pos. 
sible tonnage. Most of the coke ovens ordered during 
1985 and 1986 will have come into commission either 
during this present year or in the first few montlis of 
1988, so that we are in a period of decreasing difficulty 
so far as concerns coke supplies. 

The ore supplies have been more difficult because the 
remedy has been political rather than constructional, 
Much of our ores came from Spain, and for various 
reasons we are not getting the quantity from that source 
that we should like. Here again, however, measures 
have been taken which should ameliorate the situation, 
A contract has just been entered into by the British [ron 
and Steel Corporation, the trading subsidiary of the 
British Iron and Steel Federation, for the purchase of 
400,000 tons of basic iron ore during the next two years, 
There are other movements in being to secure ore sup- 
plies from other sources and to use increasing quantities 
of British ore. The scrap disposal movement to which 
reference has been made in these columns is another 
phase of this attempt to increase steel production. It 
may, be, of course, that all these favourable factors will 
be neutralized by some intensification of the Government 
rearmament programme, and while the signs are favour- 
able for an improvement in the present steel shortage 
within the next few months, gas undertakings which find 
it imperative to order new plant will be well advised to 
place their orders early on the assumption that delivery 
or completion may be delayed. 


Compressed Gas 


Unti. new and improved equipment is available the 
Wallasey Corporation Motorbus Committee have decided 
to discontinue experiments with a gas-propelled vehicle. 
It is to be hoped that this decision will not discourage 
other bodies in continuing investigation into the applica- 
tion of gas as a fuel for motor transport. During recent 
years a vast amount of experimental work has been 
undertaken. At once spring to mind the investigations, 
among others, at Birmingham, Newcastle, Chesterfield, 
and in the London area by the Gas Light and Coke Com- 
pany and the Tottenham Gas Company. Technical difii- 
culties have been overcome, and the change-over from 
petrol to compressed gas is a relatively simple operation. 
The performance of engines running on town gas has been 
shown to be thoroughly satisfactory, and in certain cir- 
cumstances the substitution of town gas for petrol has 
been worked out as a favourable economic proposition. 
Limitations to its more general application are, of course, 
imposed by the weight of the cylinders necessary for con- 
taining the compressed gas and the need at the present 
allowable compression for frequent ‘charging. A greater 
deterrent to the use of gas in this direction has been the 
development of the heavy oil engine, which has done 
otherwise than favour high hopes in connection with the 
general adoption of coal gas as a motor fuel. 

Whatever the economic and practical drawbacks, how- 
ever, it would, as we have said, be unfortunate if they 
were allowed to loom so large as to result in slackening 
of experimental work on the use of gas for motor trans- 
port. At a time when defence measures are being 50 
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closely considered, this is especially important. In a 
crude manner gas was employed for this purpose during 
the |ast war—we refer to the gas bags on the top of motor 
vehicles—but it proved of enormous help in that time of 
stress. It was during the war, too, that the Gas Traction 
Committee strongly recommended the use of alloy steel 
containers and gas at a pressure of 2,250 lb. per sq.in. 
Since then developments in the production of alloy 
steels have made possible higher storage pressures, and 
the whole technique of the employment of gas in this way 
has been vastly improved. It is not difficult to envisage 
the measure of assistance which the Gas Industry could 
render to motor transport should once again a state of 
national emergency arise. It was with thoughts such as 
these that we were glad to give an account in the ** Jour- 
naL ’’ a few weeks ago of the Erran cycle for internal 
combustion engines, for which considerable claims are 
made as to improved efficiency in the use of town gas. 
These claims will doubtless be scrutinized by the Gas In- 
dustry. 

There are, however, uses for compressed gas other than 
its application as a fuel for internal combustion engines, 
and the Wallasey Gas Department is going ahead exploit- 
ing these uses. It is two years now since the Depart- 
ment, in connection with a centenary exhibition, staged 
a demonstration of compressed gas for heating, lighting, 
and cooking. Orders were at once secured for com- 
pressed gas in bottles for industrial and commercial pur- 
poses, and from this beginning a regular and varied load 
has been developed. There is a growing demand for 
bottled gas for metal cutting by oxy-coal gas flame as an 
alternative to dissolved acetylene, for supply to country 
bungalows, camps, and isolated houses remote from gas 
mains, for sports clubs, picnics, and so on. It has also 
proved very, useful in demonstrating the efficiency of gas 
to users of other fuels, and has resulted on many occa- 
sions in orders being obtained for the conversion of coal- 
fired equipment to gas firing. With compressed coal gas 
service new consumers are becoming gas-minded, and the 
houses are already carcassed for connecting to a low-pres- 
sure gas main whenever extension becomes a practical 
proposition. Several farms in the area of the Depart- 
ment are now enjoying with economy the advantages of 
gas service. ‘ 


Showrooms—Outside — 


THERE was a note in the “ JourNaL ”’ last week to the 
effect that a Tudoresque showroom has been decided upon 
by the Oldham Gas-Works Committee, who want an out- 
standing building in the centre of the town. When the 
matter was under discussion one member, while appre- 
ciating period work of the kind, expressed his preference 
for an ultra-modern building. The proposed building 
was * all right in its way,’ he said, but was old- 
fashioned. This brought the rejoinder from the Mayor 
that Tudor period architecture was the only type which 
had lived through the ages. It had been revived again, 
and he thought Oldham would be proud of it. 

This divergence of view on what exterior style a show- 
room should take is interesting. The desirability of hav- 
ing premises worthy of the gas undertaking and situated 
cen‘rally in the town goes without saying, and the build- 
ing should be such as to command attention without 
offe.ding good taste. To our shame it must be confessed 
the: we have not visited Oldham and we know little 
about architecture, though we feel sure that the Mayor, 
on xeflection, will agree with us that Tudor period archi- 
tecture is by no means the only pleasing style and by no 


395 


means the only type which “ has lived through the ages.”’ 
Moreover much of the pseudo-Tudor stuff which has been 
up is in the nature of an architectural travesty—a modern 
base with a semi-Tudor top, not necessarily displeasing 
to the eye but definitely non-period and of a style which 
makes one ask, Why? A gas undertaking has, of course, 
a responsibility in erecting showrooms. To an extent, at 
any rate, they should be in keeping with the general 
scheme of things. We could cite many examples of 
showrooms, both large and small, which are extremely 
happy in this respect. Maybe pseudo-Tudor architecture 
will fit in with the general scheme of things in the centre 
of Oldham—that we do not know. 

At the other extreme we have the ardent advocate of 
the “‘ ultra-modern ”’ building. Why should gas, “ the 
modern fuel,’’ it is argued—and we think with justifica- 
tion—be housed in a building styled on a period which 
knew only candles and rushlights? Even so, we think 
there is need for caution. Many an ultra-modern cinema 
has sprung up in picturesque towns to detract from, not 
to add to, their architectural charms. These cinemas 
certainly, command attention with their hideous exteriors, 
but the effect is surely not what any gas undertaking 
would seek. There is another point about this bizarre 
ultra-modern craze—that buildings of the type are so 
essentially transitory. In a year or so, perhaps, another 
building, still more bizarre, is erected nearby and at once 
what was the ultra modern becomes démodé and looks 
rather ridiculous—much more old-fashioned, in fact, by 
contrast than the really old-fashioned building. 


—and Inside 


Ir is obvious that a gas showroom should be so planned 
as to attract people into it, and sight should never be 
lost that the Gas Industry is catering for a mass market, 
for the shillings and pence of the less well-to-to-do. Is it 
not a fact that many people are scared of entering some 
of the modern gas palaces? This is not to suggest that 
gas undertakings should hesitate to erect showroom 
premises in keeping with the magnitude of their opera- 
tions and the extent of their services. But a fine exterior 
and a well planned interior are not enough. Everybody 
must be made to feel ‘‘ at home ”’ in the gas showroom, 
made to understand that he or she is welcome and that 
enquiries, however trivial they may be, will be dealt with 
sympathetically. It has often occurred to us that the 
very magnificence of some gas showrooms has uncon- 
sciously given the showroom staff a false superiority-com- 
plex. On more than one occasion in gas showrooms we 
have had the feeling that we were interlopers in some 
sacred temple in which the service was conducted on slow- 
motion lines away from all reality. At times we have 
met with a supercilious casualness. At other times— 
and fortunately far more frequently—we have en- 
countered a type of intelligent attention which has made 
the visit to the showroom a wholly pleasurable affair and 
has made us think very, kindly indeed of the Gas In- 
dustry. 

No hard and fast rules can be laid down as to the 
design of either the exterior or the interior of a gas show- 
room. It is apparent that what would be wholly admir- 
able for one situation would be inappropriate and bad for 
business in another. A rigid rule can, however, be laid 
down in regard to the treatment by the showroom staff 
of everybody who enters the showroom. The consumer 
and the potential consumer must be assured of a friendly 
atmosphere free from fuss and also free from officialdom. ' 
High-hat tactics should be strictly taboo. 
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Personal 


Mr, LeoroLp FRIEDMAN has been appointed a Director of 
Ascot Gas Water Heaters, Ltd., and his official position is 
that of Assistant Managing Director. 

- * . 7 


Following upon the acquisition of the North Middlesex 
Gas Company by the South-Eastern Gas Corporation, Mr. 
Hype C. Burton has resigned his position as Secretary 
and Mr. H. A. Prosin has been appointed to fill the 
vacancy. 


Obituary 

The death is announced of Mr. Harotp Barker at his 
home, Nessville, Old Road, Llanelly. Mr. Barker, who 
was sixty-four, retired from the position of Engineer, 
Manager, and Secretary of the Llanelly Gaslight Company 
last June owing to failing health. 

Mr. Barker began his association with the Gas Industry 
as a pupil to Mr. W. S. Haddock, of Warrington. Sub- 
sequently he was appointed Assistant to Mr. Haddock, 
and during this time he assisted Mr. James Paterson, of 
Warrington, and Mr. Thomas Newbigging in the testing 
of coals. In 1894 Mr. Barker became Manager at Ponty- 
pridd, and during the six years he occupied this position 
he started up the Pontypridd Council’s new Works at 
Treforest. His next move was in 1900 to Buxton, where 
he was appointed Engineer in succession to Mr. George 
Smedley. He remained at Buxton for eleven years, during 
which period extensive alterations were made in the 
Works, the capacity of which was subsequently increased. 
Since 1911, Mr. Barker has been at Llanelly, where he 
went on the resignation of Mr. Thomas Acland. Mr. 
Barker was President of the Wales and Monmouthshire 
Association of Gas Engineers and Managers during the 
session 1934-35. 

« & 

The death has occurred of Mr. JOHN MACKENZIE, who 
retired some years ago from the position of Engineer to 
Newcastle (N.S.W.) Gas and Coke Company, Ltd., where 
he had been engaged for many years. A son of the late 
William Mackenzie, Manager in Dunfermline until 1893, he 
was one of the founders of the North British Association 
of Gas Managers. 


Mid-Southern Utility Co-Partners 
Annual Meeting 


At the annual meeting of the Mid-Southern Utility 
Company Co-Partnership Scheme and Hospital and Bene- 
volent Fund on Aug. 11, Mr. R. W. Edwards, Chairman, in 
his Address said that with regard to the gas side of their 
business, through their holding Company, Associated 
Utilities, Ltd., they had very materially enlarged their 
interests since last year. At the end of 1936 they acquired 
control (by a substantial majority holding of the ordinary 
stock) of the Basingstoke Gas Company and, in a similar 
way, they took over the administration of the Reading 
Gas Company on July 1 last. Also, they had bought the 
little Undertaking at Kingsclere to rescue it from ex- 
tinction. 

It was his pleasant duty to ask them to receive the 
annual reports and accounts of the Co-partnership 
Scheme and Hospital and Benevolent Fund. They would 
see from the Report that with the exception of the mem- 
bership, which shows a small decline owing to a number 
of co-partners leaving during the year, they again had to 
present record figures. He feared, however, that the in- 
crease in the price of gas, which would come into force at 
Michaelmas as an inevitable sequel to rising prices of coal 
and other materials, would mean a reduction in the bonus 
for next year. He was hopeful of better conditions pre- 
vailing in the coal markets before long, and they would 
then be able to revert to reductions in the price of gas 
once more, with a corresponding recovery in the bonus. 

It was very gratifying to note that the total amount put 
by as savings by co-partners during the life of the scheme 
now exceeded £30,000, and he was also proud of their Long 
Service List, which included the names of 55 employees 
with periods of between 21 and 48 years’ service to their 
credit. 

The Hospital and Benevolent Fund had experienced a 
year of unusually heavy calls, and the amount of good 
work hidden in the figures detailed in its Report never 
failed to evoke his admiration and pride. Their grateful 
thanks were due to the various hospitals, nursing associa- 
* tions, and convalescent homes and to their own Committee 
and officers for their devoted work. 
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In This Week’s “ JOURNAL” 


The Irish Meeting. 


At the Annual Meeting of the Irish Association in Belfast on 
Aug. 10, Mr. J. A. Pemberton, Manager of Sligo Lighting and Elec. 
tric Power Company, delivered his Presidential Address. He observes 
that it is the duty of the President to survey the condition of the Irish 
Gas Industry, and goes on to state that it is in a very robust condition, 
reports from all quarters being most encouraging. Among points dealt 
with by the President are gas charges, propaganda, unremuncrative 
prepayment consumers, and capital expenditure. The business ses. 
sions were held in the fine Queen Street showrooms of the Belfast Gas 
Department; following the business sessions and the usual meeting of 
the Irish District Executive Board of the National Gas Council, the 
annual dinner was held at Thompson’s Restaurant. On the Wednesday 
there was an excursion as far as Portaferry, with lunch at Donaghadee, 


On the following day the Golf Competition was played over the Knock 
Golf Links, near Belfast. 


See p. 399. 


Seals of Approval. 


In a Paper to the Canadian Gas Association, Mr. R. M. Conner, 
Director of the American Gas Association Testing Laboratories 2t 
Cleveland, spoke highly of the A.G.A. Seal of Approval as a promotional 
medium for the sales of gas appliances—as a means of gaining public 
confidence. He recognizes, however, that while the Seal must bea 
focal point in advertising, the fact must be stressed that behind the 
blue badge, which is being increasingly featured, is the scientific work 
of the American Gas Association—that in effect the badge stands for 
research and investigation. 

See p. 406. 


Continuous Carburizing by Gas. 


The question of alternative processes of carburizing is one which 
is receiving considerable attention in the United States, and many un- 
conventional methods are now in use for an operation which for many 
years appeared to have reached finality. One of the latest develop. 
ments in this field, which is of special interest to the Gas Industry, con- 
sists of a rotary retort continuous furnace, the carburizing medium 
used being either the ordinary mixed natural and manufactured gas as 
supplied by the Chicago and other gas undertakings, or in other cases 
town gas enriched by the addition of a small amount of high-grade 
benzole or by propane. The first furnace of this type has recently 
been supplied to Great Britain for operation in the English works 
of a company manufacturing shake-proof washers. 

See p. 413. 


Forthcoming Engagements 


No Meeting of the Central Executive Board of the 
National Gas Council, or of the Central Committee of the 


Federation of Gas Employers, will be held during the month 
of August. 


Sept. 


6.—LONDON AND CountIEs CoKE ASSsOCIATION.—Tech- 
nicaleCommittee, 2.30 p.m. 

6.—4th Meeting Arthur Duckham Memorial Fund 
Committee, 1, Grosvenor Place, S.W. 1, 4 p.m. 

6-9.—A.P.L.E.—14th Annual Meeting and Conference 
at Folkestone. 

9-10.—NortH British AssociaTtion.—Annual Meet- 
ing at Edinburgh. ~ 

14.—N.G.C.—Central Executive Board Meeting, 2.30 


p.m. 

15.—].G.E.—Finance Committee, 10 a.m.; Member- 
ship Committee, 11 a.m.; Research Executive 
Committee, 2.30 p.m. 

16.—WaLES AND MONMOUTHSHIRE 
General Meeting at Porthcawl. 

16.—I.G.E.—Gas Education Executive Committee, 1] 
a.m.; Refractory Materials Joint Committee, 
2.30 p.m. 

17._1.G.E.—Joint Lighting Committee, 2.30 p.m. 

20.—LONDON AND CounTIES COKE ASSOCIATION.— 
Executive Committee, 11.15 a.m.; Central Com- 
mittee, 2.30 p.m. 

23.§.B.G.I.—Council Meeting, 11 a.m. 


ASSOCIATION.— 


Oct. 


1.—].G.E.—Liquor Effluents and Ammonia Com- 
mittee, 11.15 a.m.; Joint Research Committee, 
2.30 p.m. 

5.—].G.E.—Research Executive Committee, 2.30 p.m. 

5.—SOUTHERN ASSOCIATION OF GAS ENGINEERS AND 
Manacers (Eastern  Dtstrict).—Commercial 
Meeting at Gas Industry House, 2.30 p.m. 
Discussion on Gas Mixing. Committee Meeting; 
12 noon, 

12._].G.E.—Board of Examiners, 10.30 p.m. 
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News 


in Brief 


An Increase of 330,400 cu.ft. in the amount of gas 
made during the period July 1 to 26 is reported by the 
Coleraine Borough Council Gas Committee, the total manu- 
factured reaching 4,207,400 cu.ft. 


Dividends for the half-year ended June 30, 1937, have 
been declared by the South Shields Gas Company at the 
following rates: On the Consolidated Stock, 44%, and on 
the Ordinary Stock, 23%, both less income-tax. 


Owing to Increased Costs of Raw Materials, it has 
been found necessary to raise the price of gas at Hawick by 
ld., and in the case of slot meters, by 2d., the new rate 


being 3s. 9d. per 1,000 cu.ft. for ordinary meters and 
4s. 2d. for slot meters. 


Among New Company Registrations we note the 
Butane Light and Heat Company, Ltd., with a nominal 
capital of £1,000. This private company has among its 
objects the manufacture and supply of gas, coke, coal tar, 
and other residual products. 


A Bulk Supply is to be provided by the Runcorn Gas 
Company to Frodsham. This necessitates the laying of a 
main some 7,000 yd. in length between the two Works. It 
will be recalled that the Frodsham undertaking was 
acquired by the Runcorn Company in December. 


The Public Lighting of Paris for its 2,891,020 in- 
habitants is carried out by gas for 549 kilometres of its 
thoroughfares and by electricity for 548, the number of 
gas lamps being 25,800 and electric 19,380. The aggregate 
consumption of gas per annum used for this purpose is 
roughly 682 million cu.ft. 


In the ‘‘ Journal ’’ last week, referring to the im- 
proved lighting installed recently by the South Suburban 
Gas Company along the main Hastings Road between 
Bromley Common and Farnborough, we stated in error 
that ‘‘ Rochester ’’ lamps had been erected. Actually the 
lamps are of the ‘‘ London ”’ type. 


As From the December Meter Readings the Bolton 
Gas Committee has decided the discount at present allowed 
on accounts paid within 21 days of delivery shall be re- 
duced from 5% to 2}%. At the same time the quantity of 
gas per penny supplied through the prepayment meters 
will be reduced from 21 to 20 cu.ft. 


That a New Gas-Works should be considered was 
suggested by Councillor Buchanan, Convener of the Gas 
Committee when speaking at a Largs Town Council meet- 
ing last week. The effective storage capacity at the Works, 
he said, was only 160,000 cu.ft., whereas their output might 
be anything up to 280,000 cu.ft. daily. 


An Extensive improvement scheme is being carried out 
at the Willesden Workshops of the National Benzole Com- 
pany, as the result of the increased demand for home- 
produced motor fuel. This demand necessitates the greater 
use of road tankers, and to ensure that these operate 
efficiently, increased workshop facilities are necessary. 


Applications Are Invited by the Sunderland Gas Com- 
pany for the position of General Manager to take full 
charge of the Undertaking, where there is an Engineer and 
also a Distribution Superintendent. Further particulars 
of the position, which carries a commencing salary of not 
less than £1,000 per annum, will be found in our adver- 
tisement columns. 


We Have Received from the Australian Gas Institute 
a copy of their Transactions for 1936, containing the pro- 
ceedings of the Ninth Annual Conference held at Adelaide, 
S.A., in November and the Annual Sectional Meetings held 
at Melbourne and Sydney during the Presidency of Mr. 
G. M. O’Dea, General Manager and Secretary of the South 
Australian Gas Company. 


A Final Dividend for the year ended June 30, 1937, of 
6s. Gd. per share (Australian currency) has been declared 
by the Metropolitan Gas Company of Melbourne. The Com- 
pany had an outstandingly successful year, the net profit 
amountine to £217,230 and £77,171 being carried forward 
to the following year. It is also satisfactory to learn that 
the prospects for the year 1937-8 are most encouraging. 


CURRENT EVENTS IN 
THE GAS INDUSTRY 


The Contract for an installation of horizontal retorts 
for the Stretford and District Gas Board has been placed 
with Messrs. Robert Dempster & Sons, Lid., Elland, Yorks. 
The plant, which will have a capacity of 4 million cu.ft. 
per day, consists of 20 beds of 10 silica-segmental retorts 
housed in a steel-framed retort house, and will incorporate 
coal handling and storage plant, Le Fleuve conveyor, and 
coke handling, storage, and screening plant. 


Application for a Special Order under the Gas Under- 
takings Acts, 1920 and 1934, is intended to be made to the 
Board of Trade by the Reading Gas Company with the 
object inter alia of altering the prescribed number of Direc- 
tors of the Company and making new provisions as to the 
quorum of a meeting of Directors. The Reading Company, 
it will be recalled, was recently acquired by Associated 
Utilities, Ltd., who also control the Basingstoke Gas 
Company. 


Vertical Retort Reconstruction at the Aberdeen Gas- 
Works at a cost of £7,792 has been approved by the 
Aberdeen Town Council. The present retorts have been 
in use for eight years, and in that time have carbonized 
750,000 tons of coal and 11,625 million cu.ft. of gas has 
been made. Reconstruction costs will work out at 24d. 
per ton of coal carbonized. Output reports from the De- 
partment for the past two months showed that the June 
figure was an increase of 2,530,000 cu.ft. on the figure for 
June of last year, and in July it was 4,620,000 cu.ft. more 
than a year ago. 

For the First Time in Eight Years there is to be an 
increase in the gas charges in Perth. Since 1929 the gas 
rate has fallen steadily to 3s. 1d. per 1,000 cu.ft. The 
Town Council on Aug. 9 approved of the estimates, which 
mean an increase of 2d. per 1,000 cu.ft. to 3s. 3d. The 
increase, it is stated, is due to the rising cost of coal. It 
was explained by ex-Bailie Gowans that in the coming 
year the Gas Department was estimating for an increase 
in consumption of 2% which would mean an increase in 
expenditure of £3,997. The increase was almost entirely 
due to a rise in the cost of coal to approximately 2s. 8$d. 
per ton. 


At a Meeting of Wigtown Town Council it was decided 
not to close the Gas-Works. Of recent years very con- 
siderable loss has been incurred, and after counsel’s opinion 
had been taken as to the likelihood of a Provisional Order 
being obtained which would permit of the Works being 
closed by the Town Council, a plebiscite was taken of the 
Burgh which favoured the closing of the Works. It was 
stated at the Council meeting, by the Burgh Chamberlain, 
that last year the loss amounted to £340 and the year 
before to £590. So far as this year had gone, the loss was 
round about £140, with no allowance made for de- 
preciation, 


Tenders are Invited by Macclesfield Corporation for 
the provision of coal-handling plant at the Corporation 
Gas-Works. The Gas Committee had already accepted a 
tender, but when the matter came before the Town 
Council for approval it was suggested the Gas Com- 
mittee had not complied with the Standing Orders of the 
Council in accepting the tender. Eventually the Council 
decided to refer the matter back to the Committee, which 
has now instructed the Engineer and Manager (Mr. H. 
Curtis) to prepare specifications fer the plant and decided 
that tenders be invited by advertisement for the supply 
and erection of the plant. 


The Allotments and Gardens of employees of the New- 
port (Mon.) Gas Company recently underwent their annual 
inspection. Mr. C. O. Lloyd, a Director of the Company, 
presided at the distribution of prizes. In addition to the 
prizes awarded by the Directors, Mr. R. Wilson Bartlett 
again provided special prizes for the four best flower gar- 
dens. Mr. C. H. Bevan, of Caerleon, in his report upon 
the allotments and gardens, stated that the plots reflected 
a high standard of cultivation, and the results were in- 
deed highly creditable. Mr. Bevan tendered his con- 
gratulations to the Directors and to the plot holders. Mrs. 
K. M. Rust judged the flower gardens and Mr. H. Basham 
the produce. Mr. J. H. Canning, O.B.E., J.P., Engineer 
and Manager, read the judges’ reports. On the motion of 
Mr. P. White, seconded by Mr. A. Galliford, thanks were 
accorded Mr. Lloyd, the Directors, and Mr. Wilson 
Bartlett. 
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Amalgamation and Grouping 
United Kingdom and Denton. 


Certain difficulties which have protracted the negotia- 
tions for the sale of the Denton Gas-Works have, it is 
understood, been smoothed over. A resolution was passed 
without dissent at the monthly meeting of the District 
Council on Aug. 4 informing the United Kingdom Gas 
Corporation, Ltd., that the Council was willing to sell the 
Gas Undertaking at the price of £82,500, such offer to be 
subject to acceptance within one month from the date 
thereof. 


Spalding and Holbeach. 


Following negotiations lasting nearly a year, agreement 
has been reached between the Spalding Urban District 
Council and the Holbeagh Gas and Coke Company, Ltd., 
for the purchase by the Council of the Holbeach Under- 
taking. 

The-sum to be paid has been fixed at £3,250, plus the 
value of loose stock (to be determined by an independent 
valuer), and the cost of the scheme will be met by capital 
raised through loan sanction over a period, it is suggested, 
of thirty years. The agreement for the purchase has been 
confirmed by the shareholders of the Holbeach Gas Com- 
pany and the Council will apply to the Board of Trade for 
a Special Order sanctioning the purchase and giving them 
the power to supply gas in Holbeach and district. 

The agreement provides that, unless the Special Order 
is obtained by June, 1938, the arrangement is not binding 
upon either party concerned. The Spalding Gas Under- 
taking supplies the whole of the urban area and most of 
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These three illustrations give an excellent idea of the 

up-to-date premises which have been erected by the 

Bishop’s Stortford, Epping, and District Gas Company 

at Epping. Stove repair shops, stores, and garages are 
situated at the rear of the building. 


For the last four years the Bishop’s Stortford, Epping, 
and District Gas Company have been engaged with a pro- 
gramme of reconstruction embracing both the manufactur- 
ing and distributive sides of the Undertaking. The 
Bishop’s Stortford Works were practically rebuilt dur- 
Ing 1933-34, and new showrooms and offices were built in 
the town at the same time. The Epping Works were 
modernized and new plant installed. Further, with the 
cessation of gas manufacture at Ongar and the closing of 
the Works, a new Distribution Depét was built last year. 

The Company have now opened new showrooms, offices, 
and distribution depét in Epping High Street. For many 


years the old premises had been in a poor condition and 
had become inadequate to deal with the Company’s busi- 
ness, and the Company, therefore, decided to clear the site 
and rebuild the premises. 

The new premises, while thoroughly up-to-date, are in 
keeping with the other buildings in the vicinity. 


There is 
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the adjoining parish of Pinchbeck. To ensure an ade:juat 
supply to Holbeach it is proposed to put down 4,00) y@, 
of 6 in., 4,000 yd. of 4 in., and about 200 yd. of 3 in. :nain, 
which would enable a supply to be given to the greater par; 
of the built-up area in Holbeach and the adjoining pcrtioy 
of Fleet parish. It is suggested that, en route, sipply 
shall be given to the parishes of Weston, Moulton, anj 
Whaplode, where at present these facilities do not ex'st, 


Lighting Contract Renewed for Five Year; 
Jersey Successful Despite Competition 


In the face of keen competition from the Jersey Eler. 
tricity Company, the Jersey Gas Light Company succes. 
fully retained the lighting of the streets of the Parish of 
St. Helier, the renewal of their contract involving 74% 
lamps being for a period of five years from Oct. 1. 

The new contract provides 30% more illuminating power 
for 10% less cost than at present. 





North Middlesex Gas Company 


Secretary’s Office Transferred 


Following upon the acquisition of the North Middlesex 
Gas Company by the South-Eastern Gas Corporation, the 
Secretary’s office has been transferred to 84, Horseferry 
Road, S.W. 1. 


AT EPPING 


~ 


Li 


a modern frontage with two large plate glass windows 
flanking a central doorway. The upper work is faced with 
red bricks. The interior of the showroom is well fitted and 
furnished in a pleasing manner. The floor is covered with 
polished oak blocks and the walnut counter has a bronze 
grille. Tables, chairs, showcase, and the main staircase 
from the showroom to the demonstration room and offices 
on the upper floor are also of solid walnut. 

The counter is situated at the back of the showroom s0 
that customers coming in to pay accounts have ample 
opportunity to inspect any appliances. The heating of the 
showroom is by means of one gas fire and one coke fire. 
The remainder of the building is heated by radiators on a 
low-pressure hot water system from a magazine type coke 
boiler in the basement. 

On the first floor is a fine demonstration room. At the 
back of the platform is a tiled recess containing a sink and 
gas water heater. When not in use, this is enclosed by 
plate glass sliding doors. All the woodwork of the demon- 
stration room is in polished walnut. Behind this are the 
offices of the District Inspector and Prepayment Collectors. 
All lighting is controlled by switches and the carcassing 
has been done in copper pipe. i , 

Behind the showroom and offices are the stove repair 
shops, stores, and motor garage. All furnishings are pleas- 
ing to the eye, and the Company have not spared them- 
selves in their wholehearted effort to make the new 
premises thoroughly up-to-date and worthy of the 
Industry. 
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THE IRISH ASSOCIATION OF GAS MANAGERS 





After two gatherings in Dublin, the Irish Association once 
again assembled in Belfast on Tuesday, Aug. 10, for their 
Annual Meeting, which took place in the handsome Queen 
This 


change of venue between the North and South of Ireland 


Street Showrooms of the Belfast Gas Department. 


has always been a custom of the Association, and has 
unceasingly tended to the tightening of bonds of fellowship, 
which is of benefit both to the community and to the 


individual. 





Thus has been created a spirit of comradeship among 
those who attend these meetings which would seem to have 
attained its greatest height in Belfast this year. Twelve 
months hence, however, we feel assured it will be equalled, 
if it cannot be surpassed, when members and _ friends 
assemble once again for the meeting ‘‘ down South.’’ Mr. 
J. A. Pemberton, of Sligo, who has been President during 
the past year, has every reason to congratulate himself, 
and to be congratulated, upon having accomplished much 
that may be considered beyond the ‘‘ narrow confines ”’ of 
gas. The new President, Mr. A. Law, of Limerick, left us 
all with the conviction that. he will prove a good successor. 
So that the 1938 meeting is already being anticipated with 
keen pleasure. 

The attendance in Belfast was a very good one, though, 
to general regret, Mr. J. D. Smith, M.Inst.C.E., J.P.. 
Engineer, Manager, and Secretary of the Belfast Corpora- 
tion Gas Department, was unavoidably absent. As usual, 
the visitors included a number from across the Channel, 
who look forward to renewing, as occasion offers, their con- 
tact with the charm which is Ireland. Dr. W. T. K. 
Braunholtz, who was welcomed as the new Secretary of The 


Institution of Gas Engineers, represented the Institution, 
in the absence consequent upon another engagement of the 
President, Mr. H. C. Smith. There were also present Mr. 
E. J. Fottrell, Joint Manager of the National Gas Council 
of Great Britain and Ireland; and Mr. P. J. Lucas, who 
was with the Association for the first time in his capacity 
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Annual Meeting . 


at Belfast 


as Secretary of the British Commercial Gas Association, 
though he had been present at the Waterford meeting a 
few years ago. Mrs. Eileen Murphy, Home Service Direc- 
tor of the British Commercial Gas Association, and Mr. T. 
W. Coghlin, the Association’s Publicity Officer, were among 
others who received a cordial welcome. 

The Lorp Mayor (the Right Hon. Sir Crawford 
McCullagh, Bart.), in opening the business proceedings, re- 
marked that it gave him very great pleasure to attend such 
an important meeting, and to welcome the Association to 
Belfast, on behalf of the citizens. One of the main objects 
of the meeting was to enable the members to give the best 
possible service to thé consumers, by the interchange of 
views. A few years ago, many people believed that elec- 
tricity was getting such a hold that gas was on the way 
to being wiped out. But, in spite of this, they had the 
extraordinary fact that, instead of the consumption of gas 
going down, it was steadily increasing. In Belfast, they 
were prqud of their Gas Undertaking. Not only did they 
sell gas at a price which compared very favourably with 
other places, but, in addition, the Undertaking contributed 
large sums year by year to the reduction of rates—a policy 
to which some of those present might object. It seemed 
to. him, hewever, that, after all, the citizens who staked 
the money were entitled to some compensation. Those 
who administered the Undertaking served the City well, 
and the citizens were grateful to the Chairman and mem- 
bers of the Gas Committee, and to their Engineer and 
Manager, Mr. J. D. Smith. He could assure the visitors 
that they would receive nothing but kindness in Belfast, 
and that wherever they went the people would be pleased 
to see them. , 

The Prestpent (Mr. J. A. Pemberton, Sligo), amid the 
applause of those present, thanked the Lord Mayor for his 
cordial welcome, and then proceeded to deliver his Address. 


Photo : R Clements Lyttle, 12, High St., Belfast. 


The Official Group at the City Hall. 
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On taking the chair at this, the forty-fifth annual 
meeting of the Association, I feel it would be ungrateful 
on my part if I did not express to you my thanks for your 
compliment to my Company and myself by electing me 
to my present position. 

The President is not necessarily elected on account of 
any exceptional ability, every member of our Association 
is an expert in some branch of the Industry. It is, how- 
ever, the duty of the President to survey the conditions 
of the Gas Industry in Ireland, but in an Address of this 
character he speaks to a wider audience, and in view of 
recent utterances reported in the Technical Press, the 
result probably of vain imagination, it is desirable that 
cur cross channel Associations should know the true state 
of affairs. 

At the cutset let me state that the Industry is in a very 
robust condition, reports from all quarters are most en- 
couraging, showing progress and indicating that a profit- 
able market has been found for our commodities. It gives 
me pleasure to be able to say that the small undertakings 
are pursuing an active existence, they have become en- 
thusiastic ‘‘ Shopkeepers ’’ advertising the fact that they 
are out for business and are actually purveyors of light, 
heat, and power. 

I do not know of any one member of our Association 
who would adopt the foolish policy of sitting down and 
declaring that if he only had the handling of a larger 
works he might accomplish something. No, far from it, 
those members who, like myself, are associated with small 
undertakings appreciate fully the power they possess for 
service. 


Gas at Lowest Cost. 


The problem of manufacturing gas at the lowest possible 
cost to suit the various districts has been dealt with in a 
complete and thorough manner in Papers and articles con- 
tributed to the Technical Press, due prominence having 
been given to the question of complete gasification which 
will have to be seriously considered in view of the diffi- 
culties being experienced with our coal supplies. 

It may not be out of place to suggest that it is of equal 
importance to consider the best method of placing 
apparatus for disposing of gas at a reasonable profit, as 
the question of the system to be adopted in manufactur- 
ing the quantity so disposed of. We all realize that the 
conditions under which the Industry exists at the present 
time are very different to even a few years ago. Our 
small undertakings are situated in towns possessing many 
characteristics of the city with its varying grades of 
society. Consequently their requirements vary, and it is 
of importance that the manager, who is often salesman 
and distribution superintendent, is a sufficiently informed 
purveyor of heat, with the important function of applying 
it to all kinds of purposes, domestic and industrial. 

The importance of supplying a gas of constant calorific 
value with an initial pressure on the consumers’ premises 
placed constantly above that required for all working 
purpose must be recognized. 

Our larger undertakings may not find it necessary to 
employ differential prices, but in the smaller ones, where 
the ordinary rates are of necessity higher, a scale of 
charges may be advantageous. It has always appeared 
to me to be an anomaly that a consumer with a quarterly 
consumption of four therms should secure it at a price per 
therm charged for a consumption of forty. 


Presidential 


Presented at the Annual Meeting of the Association 


GAS JOURNAL. 
August 18, 1937 


Address 


OF 
J. A. PEMBERTON 


(Manager of the Sligo Lighting and Electric Power Company) 








held at Belfast on Tuesday, Aug. 10. 
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THE 
PRESIDENT. 


As a Statutory Company, Sligo cannot increase the price 
to the small consumer beyond the maximum allowed. We 
have not experienced any difficulty in placing before our 
consumers an attractive scale of discounts; in other words, 
the larger the consumption the less the cost. Whatever 
system of charge we adopt let us consider the particular 
purpose to be catered for, deciding on a price which is 
competitive and one which will secure the business. 

Experience, which has been described as the best uni- 
versity, teaches us that when modern apparatus is in- 
stalled satisfactorily, followed by a maintenance service 
to ensure good working results, more business follows. 
The recommendation of a satisfied, contented consumer is 
priceless. 

The consolidation of our position with the public is 
desirable and may be brought about in many ways. 

“Tt is neither good manners nor good sense to speak 
in a depreciatory way of a rival.’’ 

It is comparatively easy to secure intimate contact with 
the consumers, the manager being in a position to give 
personal attention to inquiries, a state of affairs denied the 
engineer and manager of larger undertakings. 


Novel Gas Exhibition. 


To create interest in my district we arranged an exhibi- 
tion with cookery demonstration. It was suggested it 
should be held at a time when there were no special 
counter attractions, but in spite of what might be con- 
sidered an excellent suggestion we arranged it to coincide 
with the general election. 

For two weeks prior to polling day and our exhibition 
we placed a streamer across the main street inviting the 
public to ‘‘ Visit the Gas Exhibition.’’ At each end of 
the street rival parties held their political meetings. One 
of the polling booths was in the same building as the 
exhibition. Voters were invited on their way out to view 
the apparatus. It proved to be one of our most successful 
exhibitions. 

In holding an exhibition with cookery demonstrations 
our policy is to dispose of gas rather than make a profit 
on appliances. To hold an existing consumer with up-to- 
date apparatus, even at. some expense, is obviously better 
and more satisfactory than defraying capital expenditure 
in seeking new consumers to replace business lost. 

To supply the consumers with the best service at a rea- 
sonable price, to leave no stone unturned in rendering 
the use of our commodities indispensable to them, is our 
object. Selling at the lowest figure may be considered 
good, but it is not sufficient if maintenance visits are 
spasmodic. Satisfaction and a happy consumer often co- 
incide with a slightly higher price when regular visits of 
inspection are employed. There may be a danger of main- 
tenance Visits becoming a habit and nothing more. 

Some time ago my Company experienced a number of 
unremunerative prepayment consumers. Rather than 
send the usual notification pending removal of installation 
unless a rental was paid, a very satisfactory solution was 
found by paying a special visit to receive a report of com- 
plaints, if any, and any reason why the installation should 
not be removed. The result amply repaid the labour cost 
of the additional visit. 

A good market for coke has been created, the demand 
being so brisk we found ourselves unable to meet it. 

The capacity of our plant being capable of considerably 
increased output without additional labour costs, we de- 
cided to approach the owners of prime movers using 
suction gas and offered town gas. Ultimately an agree- 
ment was entered into to supply them at a remunerative 
price without additional capital outlay. Increased out- 
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put, additional coke available for sale, and better financial 
results proved the policy to be sound. 

[he problem of capital expenditure is causing some 
anxiety to many of the small works management who 
find (within recent years) that town development is taking 
consumers to outlying areas. If the gas undertaking is 
not already on the site carrying out mainlaying opera- 
tions, the offices are inundated with inquiries for a supply, 
particularly from those who, having become accustomed 
to the convenience and speed in preparing meals, cannot 
very well carry on without gas, a hopeful sign for the 
continued prosperity of the undertaking. If there is a 
reasonable propspect of securing interest on expenditure 
every effort should be made to extend. 

The policy of investing the profits made in the under- 
taking to provide for the extensions is sound, keeping the 
subscribed capital at a reasonable dividend earning 
capacity without danger of over capitalization. Share- 
holders require a modicum of interest on their investment. 

In preparing this Address I realize I have not told you 
anything new, but if anything has been stated in a form 


_ to suggest ideas, my labour will not have been in vain. 


May I close my remarks by again stating that the Gas 
Industry in Ireland, composed of small, medium, and large 
undertakings, is very much alive. The future is what the 
members of the Association in their various districts make 
it. They know the prospects were never so promising as 
at the present time. Let us take the tide at the flood and 
render such service to our undertakings and public that 
will in years to come reap a rich harvest. 


At the conclusion of the Address, 

Mr. P. J. MacEvoy (Midleton), Immediate Past-Presi- 
dent, proposed a hearty vote of thanks to Mr. Pemberton 
for what must prove a very useful Address. The note 
struck by it—which had been, emphasized by the presence 
of the Lord Mayor at the meeting—was just what was 
needed in Ireland. The reception accorded the Association 
by the Lord Mayor and Corporation had been particularly 
gratifying. They of the Irish Gas Industry recognized no 
boundaries. They were all engaged in the service of the 
community, and it was up to them to extend each other’s 
view-point, and to make the lives of all with whom they 
came in contact happier than was the case at present. 
While proposing the vote of thanks, he had the pleasure 
of presenting the President’s Medal to Mr. Pemberton, as 
a memento of a year of office which had been very success- 
ful in every way. 

The PreEsIDENT in acknowledgment, declared his year 
of office to have been most enjoyable, and said that the 
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friendship of members in different parts of the country had 
been most striking. 


Committee’s Report and Accounts. 


Mr. L. W. Datsy (Kilkenny), the Hon. Secretary and 
Treasurer, next read the following report of the Com- 
mittee : 


Your Committee are glad to report that the affairs of the 
Association continue to prosper and membership is well main- 
tained. 

The attendance of the 1936 Annual General Meeting was up 
to the average, and the Papers presented by Mrs. Murphy, of 
the B.C.G.A., and Mr. P. J. Sheehan, Cork, proved both 
interesting and instructive. 

Our deepest sympathy is extended to Mr. T. D. Hamilton 
and family in the great loss they have sustained by the death 
of Mrs. Hamilton. She was a most gracious lady and beloved 
by everyone who came in contact with her. 

Once again we regret to point out to Members that only one 
half of the Ballot Papers distributed are returned completed. 
The Committee may regard this as showing confidence in their 
management, but would prefer a full response from Members. 
Last year it was arranged that a circular be sent out inviting 
the views of Members as to the advisability of changing the 
date of our Annual General Meeting to some month other than 
August. One hundred and forty circulars were posted, but 
only twenty replies have come to hand. The Committee cannot 
act on so small a proportion of replies and ask for further 
consideration of the subject. 

In November last the Executive Committee of the Irish 
Branch of the National Gas Council met with your Committee 
to discuss various provisions of the ‘‘ Conditions of Employ- 
ment Act, 1936,’ and the bearing of this Act on the Gas 
Industry in the Irish Free State. Correspondence is still going 
on with the Ministry of Industry and Commerce, and the latest 
information is that the Minister will recejve a joint deputation 
from our Association and the National Gas Council to discuss 
the points of special interest in September next. This business 
will be dealt with at the Meeting of the National Gas Council 
this afternoon and all Members are asked to be present for a 
full debate. The matter is of great importance to all. 

Our report last year gave particulars of the Drohan Fund. 
Since that time your Committee have purchased a dwelling 
house in Kilkenny for Mrs. Drohan and her family and#they 
are now comfortably settled. A balance of £122 7s. . Te- 
mains in hand which will be dealt with when occasiog#® arises, 
and the position is being carefully watched. 

This year our thanks are due to Mr. J. D. Smith and the 
Members of the Belfast Corporation Gas Committee for having 
placed the showrooms at our disposal for this Meeting. 

The Balance to the Credit of our General Fund is now 
£142 8s. 11d. 


Mr. Datsy explained that, since this report was drafted, 
they had learned with regret of the sudden death of Mr. 


Groups at Donaghadee, Portaferry, and the Knock Golf Links. Bottom left are seen Mr. W. H. Roberts, in charge of 
the Donaghadee Gas Undertaking (left), Mr. L. W. Dalby (centre), and Mr. A. Kirkham, of Enniscorthy (right). 
Bottom right is Mrs. Eileen Murphy at Portaferry. 
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H. Hayhurst (Belfast), one of their extraordinary mem- 
bers, who represented Messrs. Falk, Stadelmann, & Co. On 
behalf of the members, he had sent a letter of condolence 
to the widow. 

_Mr. F. J. Epmonps (Waterford), proposing the adop- 
tion of the report, remarked that their very best thanks 
were due to the President and the members of the Com- 
mittee, who had looked exceedingly well after the affairs 
of the Association. 

Mr. W. E. Youne (Queenstown) seconded the motion, 
which was unanimously agreed to. 

Mr. Grorce ArrtH (Dundalk) presented the Auditor’s 
report, in the absence of Mr. L. P. Phillips. He pointed 
out that the figures in the balance-sheet showed they ended 
the year about £17 down. Out of the Drohan Fund, £330 
had been expended in the purchase of a house, in which 
Mrs. Drohan was comfortably settled. This left over £100 
still in hand, which could be drawn upon at any time as 
required. He warned the members that, in one way or 
another, they were all likely to suffer from the Conditions 
of Employment Act of the Free State. 


New Office Bearers and Members. 


On the proposition of Mr. MacEvoy, seconded by Mr. J. 
A. Rooney (Drogheda), Mr. Law’s appointment as District 
Representative of the Council of The Institution of Gas 
Engineers was confirmed. 

Thereafter Messrs. W. Cole (Dublin) and H. Saville 
(Leeds) were appointed Scrutineers to go through the ballot 
papers, and having done so they reported the elections to 
be as follows: 

President.—A. Law (Limerick). 

Vice-President.—F. G. McElwee (Coleraine). 


Members of Commitiee.—G. Walmsley (Londonderry); J. 
O’Flagherty (Galway); H. Saville (Wexford); and J. 
K. Harrison (Armagh). 


District Representative on Institution Council—A. Law 
(Limerick). 


Auditor.—G. Airth (Dundalk). 
Hon. Secretary and Treasurer.—L. W. Dalby (Kilkenny). 


As Ordinary Members.—N. V. MacEvoy (Midleton), J. 
O’Mahoney (Cork), J. Hilliard (Magherafelt), T. 
Broderick (Longford). 


As Extraordinary Members.—A. S. Lynch (Gas Meter 
Manufacturer, Limerick), W. Sheridan (Gas Meter 
Manufacturer, Limerick), C. B. Morton (Henry Bal- 
four & Co., Ltd., London). 


Papers Presented and Discussed. 


The two following Papers were then presented to the 
meeting : 


** Ulster’s Public Servant No. 1,’’ by Mrs. Eileen 
Murphy. 

** Electric Welding as Applied to Gas-Works Plant,’’ 
by H. H. Hollis, Managing Director of the Oxley Engi- 
neering Company, Ltd. 


At the request of the Presipent, Dr. Braunholtz (after 
having been formally welcomed as the new Secretary of the 
Institution, and told that next year the Association would 
have much pleasure in proposing him as an Honorary Mem- 
ber) opened the discussion upon Mr. Hollis’s Paper. 


Some Apologies. 


The PRESIDENT announced the receipt of a letter from 
Mr. J. D. Smith, regretting that it was impossible for him 
to be present, owing to absence in England on holiday, and 
sending his best wishes for a pleasant and successful meet- 
ing. Apologies for absence and good wishes had also been 
received from Mr. J. W. Whimster (Bath) and Mr. J. P. 
Whimster (Glasgow). 

Mr. J. A. Rooney (Drogheda) said he had received a 
telegram from Mr. J. R. W. Alexander, regretting his in- 
ability to attend. He (Mr. Rooney) felt they would all 
like to join in wishing Mr. Alexander every success in his 
new sphere of work for the Industry. 


Examination Certificates. 
Certificates were handed to the following successful 


students at the recent Institution Examinations: 


Higher Grade Certificate in Gas Engineering. 
C. E. Burke (Belfast). 
D. Hastie (Cork). 

Higher Grade Certificate in Gas Supply. 
A. V. Gillespie (Dublin). 
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Before the end of the business session, Mr. Law return. 
thanks for his election as President, and told the membc:: 
that on the occasion of the two official visits which he ho 
pen paid to the Institution in London he had been mos 
cordially received. He felt strongly that those who we: 
not already members of the Institution should take ste, 
without delay to associate themselves with an organiz. 
tion that was doing so much good work for the Industry. 

In the interval between the close of the morning’s pro- 
ceedings and the private meeting in the afternoon of ti:e 
National Gas Council of Great Britain and Ireland, the 
members, visitors, and lady friends took light refreshments, 
on the invitation of the President. 


~ 
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N.G.C. Irish District Executive Board Meeting. 


In the afternoon there was the usual meeting of the 
Irish District Executive Board of the National Gas Coun- 
cil, at wnich Mr. A. S. Brook (Lisburn) presided in the 
absence of Mr. J. D. Smith. 

The report of the Joint Secretaries was received and 
adopted, and it was reported that no change had taken 
place in the list of elected representative members. 

Mr. J. D. Smith was unanimously re-elected Chairman 
of the District Executive Board, and Mr. W. J. Grey and 
Mr. J. Ronan were unanimously re-elected Vice-Chairmen. 

The following, with the addition of the Secretary of the 
Irjsh Association of Gas Managers, were appointed to the 
Management Committee: 


Messrs. G. Airth, George Anderson, W. J. Grey, 
J. McNicholl, B. Mitchell, W. M. Pettigrew, A. Robin, 
J. A. Rooney, P. J. Rooney, J. D. Smith, H. W. 
Saville, and G. Walmsley. 


Mr. George Anderson was eiected a member of the Emer- 
gency Executive Committee. . 

The following were elected representatives on the Central 
Executive Board: Messrs. George Anderson, W. J. Grey, 
J. MeNicholl, and J. D. Smith. 

Mr. A. S. Brook and Mr. F. J. Edmonds were re-elected 
Joint Hon. Secretaries. 

At the conclusion of the business, Mr. E. J. Fottrell 
addressed the meeting briefly on the aims of the National 
Gas Council and the advantages to be gained by Irish 
undertakings, large and small, becoming members. 

Mr. P. J. Lucas prefaced his remarks by referring to the 
alteration in the rules of the British Commercial Gas Asso- 
ciation introduced for the purpose of increasing the effec- 
tiveness of the work of the Association by extending the 
representation on the general and executive committees. 

He proceeded to refer to the special scheme of advertising 
which had been in operation for the past three or four 
years for the benefit of members in Ireland. Time pre- 
vented him explaining in detail the many services available 
to members, and he suggested the formation of a small 
working committee to maintain liaison with headquarters. 

As an example of one of the services available a display 
was given of a selection from the Association’s propaganda 
films, which were received with enthusiasm. 


Annual Dinner. 


The Annual Dinner, an ever-popular function in connec- 
tion with meetings of the Association, took place in the 
evening in Thompson’s Restaurant, Donegall Place, and 
from first to last went with a swing. To the speeches no 
higher praise can be given than to say that they did 
justice to Ireland, and the same remark may fairly be 
applied to the delightful items which comprised the musi- 
cal programme, contributed to by Miss Latimer, Mr. Weir 
McCormick, and Mr. William Magill, with Mrs. Herbert 
Boyd at the piano. The President was in the Chair, and 
with him sat Councillor Albert Hodgen, Chairman of the 
Belfast Corporation Gas Committee. After the Loyal 
Toast, 


Mr. F. J. Epmonps proposed the toast of ‘‘ The City and 
Trade of Belfast.”” He remarked how very much they all ap- 
preciated the kindly action of the Lord Mayor in coming to 
their meeting to open the proceedings, and to offer them a 
hearty civic welcome. Their appreciation was even greater 
when they reflected that the position of the Lord Mayor was 
such that he must have innumerable calls upon his services. 
During the remarks he had been good enough to make when 
opening the proceedings, the Lord Mayor told them that ai few 
years ago many people believed electricity was getting such a 
hold that gas was on the way to being wiped out, but that, in 
spite of this, they had the extraordinary fact that, instead of 
the consumption of gas going down, it was steadily increasing. 
A remark of this kind, coming from one in authority, was of 
great value. Both individually and as an Association, too, 
they felt highly honoured that the Lord Mayor should have 
spoken in the terms he did of the great services to Belfast 
rendered by one of their colleagues, Mr. J. D. Smith. They 
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would like to express their thanks to the Gas Committee for 
having allowed them the use of their showrooms, and to the 
staff for the ready assistance they had given during the day. 
To Mr, J. L. Hyslop they were under a special debt of gratitude 
in this connection. 

Councillor ALBERT HOoDGEN, in the course of his reply as 
Chairman of the Belfast Corporation Gas Committee, said: I 
need hardly tell you that we in Belfast feel very groud of our 
city, and for the place it has won for itself in the commercial 
and industrial world. As you all know, the mineral sources of 
our country are negligible, and practically the whole of the 
raw materials for our great industries have to be imported 
from Great Britain or abroad; but all these initial handicaps 
to industry have been successfully overcome, and we have 
built up a reputation for quality, combined with reasonable 
cost, that enables us to sell our goods in the furthest corner of 
the earth. Our linen industry, our shipbuilding yards, and our 
tobacco factories are known to you all. The Port of Belfast, 
thanks to the wise management of the Belfast Harbour Com- 
missioners, ranks among the great ports of the world; and in 
the near future, again as a result of the foresight of the Harbour 
Commissioners, we hope to be in possession of the finest Air 
Port in the country. 

But there is another aspect of our civic life that I think 
deserves mention, and that is the way we have shown that 
Public Utility Services can be successfully developed under 
municipal control. Our gas, electric, and transport services 
are all highly prosperous undertakings, and if, as Chairman of 
the Gas Committee, I take particular pride in the record of 
our great Gas Department, I am sure I may be pardoned. 
There is no need, before a gathering of gas engineers, to enter 
into details concerning it, for you are all familiar with them; 
but I think it says a great deal for the wise management of 
the undertaking to be able to claim that we are giving a 
thoroughly up-to-date service to our gas consumers, and at 
the same time are supplying gas which is practically the 
cheapest in the whole of the United Kingdom. 

I know there are still a few people who believe that gas for 
domestic and industrial purposes has passed its zenith. Our 
experience is that it was never more popular than it is to-day, 
and if proof of that statement were required it could be found 
in the fact that this year we are spending in our Gas Depart- 
ment over £200,000 on new and reconstructed plant alone. 
There is no indication of decline in public favour in that. And 
now, in conclusion, I would like to thank you for your 
hospitality to-night, and to say how much I have enjoyed being 
with you. I hope the remainder of your conference will be 
successful in every way, and that you will all carry away very 
happy memories of your meeting in Belfast. 

There were quite a number of other toasts, including that of 
‘““The Ladies,’’ submitted in his own inimitable manner by 
Col, W. R. GLover, and replied to no less charmingly by Mrs. 
EILEEN Murpuy. Mr. P. J, MacEvoy, proposing ‘‘ The Presi- 
dent,’’ said that Mr. Pemberton, who was one of his oldest 
friends, had been a very worthy pilot of the Association during 
his year of office. One thing which had deeply impressed him 
was Mr. Pemberton’s readiness at all times to help a ‘‘ lame 
dog over a stile.’’ 

The toast of ‘“‘ Kindred Associations,’’ invariably honoured 
at dinners of the Irish Association, was in the hands of Mr. 
H. W. Savitte (Wexford), and was replied te by Dr. W. T. K. 
BRAUNHOLTZ, Mr. E. J. Forrrett, and Mr. P. J. Lucas. At 
the request of Mr. MacEvoy, Mr. T. W. CoGutin also said a 
few words. ‘ The Press ’’ was submitted by Mr. G. WALMSLEY, 
and responded to by Mr. ALFRED Harrison. Mr. A. Law 
followed with ‘‘ The Hon. Secretary and Treasurer,’ saying 
that Mr. Dalby had the best wishes of all in starting out on 
the long road as Secretary which Mr. Airth had so successfully 
travelled on behalf of the Association. In reply, Mr. Daisy 
confessed that his greatest trouble was that he was following 
the finest Secretary that any Association had ever had. 
Finally, at the call of Mr. J. A. Rooney, those who had con- 
tributed to the musical programme were enthusiastically 
toasted, and cordial acknowledgment was made of the help 
received from Mr. J. L. Hyslop, who had been largely re- 
sponsible for the arrangements for the meeting and the 
excursion. 


A Coastal Tour. 


The excursion that had been mapped out for the following 
day, Wednesday, proved to be admirably proportioned. 
The coach route, affording varied views of the delightful 
scenery in which Ireland is so rich, was perfectly matched 
by the excellence of hotel and restaurant at which meals 
were taken during the day, and by the old-world air of 
Portaferrny, the farthest point reached, where there was a 
short stay, which enabled those who desired to do so to 
collect some characteristic examples—and very good ex- 
amples, too—of local industry. 

The first part of the drive was along the shore of Belfast 
Lough to Bangor, and thence round the coast to Donagha- 
dee, where luncheon was served at the Mount Royal Hotel. 
With the general public, Donaghadee enjoys considerable 
renown as a pleasant and increasingly popular holiday re- 
sort, but to the Gas Industry it is best known, perhaps, for 
the modern and enterprising lines on which its Gas Under- 
taking is run by Mr. W. H. Roberts. Mr. Roberts was 
present to tell of the success which has attended his adop- 
tion of an optional two-part tariff, of his growing con- 
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sumption per consumer, and of the favourable prices at 
which he finds himself in a position to sell gas. 

The high regard in which the Gas Undertaking is held 
locally was shown by the remarks of the Chairman of the 
Council, Mr. J. W. McGhee, who was present at the lun- 
cheon, with the Clerk, Mr. R. J. McWhinney. Mr. McGhee 
said he felt quite happy in the company of representatives 
of the Irish Association of Gas Managers. On behalf of 
Donaghadee he heartily welcomed the visitors. It was, of 
course, only a small town, and he recollected that, over 
fifty years ago, when he first went there, there was what 
went under the name of a gas-works. They might, how- 
ever, be surprised when he told them that there were only 
possibly five shops and the churches that were using gas 
in Donaghadee at that time. There was certainly no 
street lighting. ‘‘ When,’’ continued Mr. McGhee, ‘‘ our 
esteemed townsman Mr. Roberts came into our midst, an’ 
improvement was soon to be seen, and things went along 
so well that Mr. Roberts has been extending his works, and 
we have been sharing in the benefits that have accrued. 
When electricity came to Donaghadee, people began to put 
in electric cookers wholesale, but they have been coming 
out again, so that people have returned to the Gas Industry 
so far as cooking is concerned.’’ 

Luncheon over, the trip was continued to Portaferry, and 
then a fresh route was taken back to Bangor, where tea 
was served at Caproni’s Café. The Mayor of Bangor, Mr. 
Walter Malcolm, was present with his wife to extend a 
hearty welcome to the travellers, and among others who 
sat down with the party to tea was the Town Clerk, Mr. 
R. M. Moore. The Mayor said that the Bangor Corpora- 





Incoming and Outgoing Presidents, Mr. A. Law (left) and 
Mr. J. A. Pemberton. 


tion possessed a very valuable gas undertaking, and had a 
Manager in Mr. B. Mitchell and staff who could hardly be 
beaten in Ireland. 
f The return to Belfast brought to a close a memorable 
ay. 
Golf Competition. 


On Thursday morning, favoured by delightful weather 
conditions, many members and friends proceeded to the 
Knock Golf Links, near Belfast, for the customary compe- 
tition, which resulted as follows : 


Grant Cup and Replica.—M. Waddell. 

Captain’s Prize, Best Gross.—S. Hall. 

Rinner-Up Grant Cup.—W. Scotland. 

Second Best Gross.—J. M. Hamilton. 

Hidden Prizes—P. J. MacEvoy and W. H. 
Ainsworth. 


The prizes having been presented, the Golf Officials and 
Committee for 1937-38 were elected: 


Captain.—F. J. Edmonds (Waterford). 

Secretary.—T. D. Hamilton (Comber). 

Treasurer.—Allan Robin (Holywood, Belfast). 

Committee.—G. Walmsley (Londonderry), J. K. Harri- 
son (Armagh), A. Law (Limerick), P. J. MacEvoy 
(Midleton), P. J. Rooney (Drogheda), and J. A. 
Pemberton (Sligo). 


Prior to the match which was organized for the after- 
noon, luncheon was served in the dining-room of the Knock 
Golf Club, upon one wall of which was admired a picture 
presented by Capt. H. Dixon, M.P., and entitled ‘‘ The 
First International Foursome,” played on Leith Links, 
1682. 
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R. M. CONNER, 


Director, A.G.A. Testing Laboratories, 
Cleveland, Ohio. 


Approval in Promoting 


From a Paper to the 
Canadian Gas Association Convention, 
Ottawa, 1937. 


Every industry depends for its success and continued 
growth on the satisfactory sale of its products. In our 
case this applies not only to the sale of gas, but to .the 
sale of gas-consuming appliances. Hence, it seems that 
unless we have in existence at all times an aggressive sales 
programme and carry it out satisfactorily we are limiting 
our opportunities for advancement and, what is worse, 
depriving a large share of the public of one of the most 
convenient and useful forms of energy that money can 
buy. However, we are not alone in this respect, for, as 
far as is known, almost every other large industry in the 
country is face to face with a similar problem. Largely 
no doubt on account of this subject’s general interest I 
have been asked to suggest ways and means by which your 
Association’s appliance approval can be employed to assist 
in the solution of some of your sales problems. 

Before taking up my subject I wish to pay tribute to 
your Secretary-Treasurer and others who have made the 
Canadian Gas Association appliance certification pro- 
gramme such an outstanding success. Considering the 
fact that Mr. Allan has administered this work in addi- 
tion to his other duties, has handled it. so efficiently and 
at all times in the best interests of our business, seems to 
make it really one of your organization’s outstanding ac- 
complishments. Two other men whom I feel I should 
mention by name and who were always helpful in an ad- 
visory way in the solution of the Laboratories’ problems 
are the late Messrs. Hewitt and Humphreys. In fact, we 
are deeply grateful to all of your Canadian Gas Associa- 
tion executives who have held office during the past 12 
years and those who are controlling the activities of your 
Association at the present time. Furthermore, I cannot 
over-emphasize the splendid support that we have always 
had from Canadian gas appliance manufacturers. This 
co-operation has been and always will be one of the most 
essential factors in assuring your appliance certification 
programme’s success. 

There are some who may contend that because around 
93% of all the domestic gas appliances sold or offered for 
sale in the United States and Canada are of the approved 
type, that little is to be gained by featuring such approval. 
This, however, is a very short-sighted attitude. It is true 
that most of our utilities and appliance dealers now ex- 
perience very little competition from manufacturers of 
unapproved types of gas-burning equipment, but they do 
have plenty of competition, as most of you well know, 
from similar types of equipment consuming other forms 
of energy or competitive fuels. It is in meeting competi- 
tion from these latter sources that the promotion of your 
Association’s approval activities should do the most good. 
No matter what anyone says, it is well to remember that 
our organizations are enforcing jointly one of the most 
comprehensive and effective programmes of self-regulation 
in the consumers’ interest being carried out on the North 
American Continent. 


Appliance Sales Materially Assisted. 


In the States our Laboratories’ approval has assisted 
materially in promoting gas appliance sales, due prin- 
cipally so far to use of the Seal as a sales promotional 
medium. I am not entirely familiar with what. has been 
done in Canada, although I do know that in some instances 
similar progress has been made. Numerous gas companies 
and appliance manufacturers from the beginning in fact 
have employed the Approval Seal in a broad sense as a 
merchandising aid. Several examples of the way in which 
it may be employed are its use on billboards, in window 
displays, in local newspaper advertisements, and more 
recently its use in the national advertising copy. A 
number of gas companies in the States have also advan- 
tageously employed small folders accompanying the 
monthly gas bills sent out to their customers. There are 
numerous examples of this kind, but the ones with which 
the Author is most familiar are the activities of the Con- 
solidated Edison Company of New York, the Amarillo Gas 
Company at Amarillo, Texas, and all of the larger gas 


Gas Sales 


companies in Southern California. I also understand the 
Consumers’ Gas Company of Toronto has very effectively 
employed the Seal in its sales promotional work, and Mr. 
H. E. G. Watson of that Company has been one of the 
most active of our committeemen in working out practical 
means for its effective use. 

In 1926 the American Gas Association formulated de- 
finite policies governing the use of its Laboratory Approval 
Seal in advertising copy and sales promotional work. A 
committee headed by Mr. B. J. Mullaney, Vice-President 
of the Peoples Gas Light and Coke Company of Chicago, 
laid down a definite set of rules for its use which were very 
appropriate at that: time. Moreover, his committee’s ac- 
tions were undoubtedly responsible for the move taken 
by our Association’s Executive Board in 1931, which re- 
quested all member gas companies of the American Gas 
Association to limit their sales of domestic gas appliances 
exclusively to approved types where national standards 
for such classes of equipment were available. This general 
policy likewise formed one of the basic principles incor- 
porated by our organization in 1981 in working out its 
national co-operative agreement with gas appliance 
dealers. 

By 1935 so many new considerations affecting the use of 
our Seal had arisen that it seemed the subject should be 
given further thought. As a consequence a new com- 
mittee was formed headed by Mr. E. R. Acker, President 
of the Central Hudson Gas and Electric Company, to re- 
consider appropriate uses of the Laboratory Approval Seal. 
This group, in addition to confirming former policies laid 
down by Mr. Mullaney’s committee, proposed a new set 
of policies largely for the guidance of gas company mem- 
bers. It seems unnecessary to trace all such develop- 
ments in detail, as my allotted time prevents, and, be- 
sides, you are more interested in the present situation. 

Shortly after the inauguration of our  industry’s 
$500,000.00 annual advertising campaign in 1936 it seemed 
that some effective means should be worked out promptly 
for tying the Laboratories’ work in with that programme. 
Again Mr. Mullaney was called upon to head a new com- 
mittee to consider such plans. This group met last fall 
and unquestionably made greater progress than ever be- 
fore. First, it was decided, and rightly so, that there- 
after greater emphasis should be placed on the work which 
the Laboratories did rather than upon the Seal itself. 
Although it was recognized that the Seal is emblematic 
of our approval and that for such reasons it represented 
the focal point toward which all publicity and advertis- 
ing efforts of this nature should be directed, nevertheless 
it was agreed that the significance of the scientific work 
carried out by the Laboratories on the consumers’ behalf 
was the real point that should be stressed. It was also 
agreed that any information presented on this subject 
should be expressed in popular language and in such a 
manner as to possess public appeal. Believing it desirable 
to prepare an advertising plan book principally for the 
use of member gas companies showing effective and prac- 
tical aids in promoting the sale of gas appliances, the 
actual supervision and preparation of such a booklet was 
assigned to the Publicity and Advertising Section of the 
American Gas Association, headed by Mr. Henry Ober 
meyer of the Consolidated Edison Company of New York. 
An appropriation for this activity has been confirmed by 
our Executive Board and preparation of the material is 
now under way. 

In addition to activities which I have mentioned, several! 
of our approval requirements committees have been in- 
terested for a long time in the various plans for securing 
greater public knowledge and acceptance of the importance 
of our Laboratories’ work. Somewhat over a year ago 
the A.G.A. Approval Requirements Committee which, as 
you probably know, is a sectional group of the American 
Standards Association, approved plans initiated by the 
Gas Range Approval Requirements Committee authorizing 
the use of paper stickers and tags bearing the Laboratory 
Approval Seal as a supplement to the permanent seal re- 
quired on all certified types of equipment. This new pro- 
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cedure was promptly approved and our Laboratories were 
instructed to supply interested manufacturers with these 
tags. During the past seven months over 600,000 of these 
supplementary seals and tags have been sold and are now 
in evidence on many gas appliance sales and display floors. 

While your speaker is only an engineer, he has always 
felt that compliance of any appliance or product with 
nationally recognized standards or specifications, apart 
from indicating that it possessed certain inherent advan- 
tages from the viewpoint of standardization, also contains 
many definite advertising and sales possibilities arising 
directly therefrom. When we consider, for example, that 
a gas range must meet every one of the 529 separate and 
applicable requirements before approval is granted and 
that such standards cover everything from the determina- 
tion of durability of materials employed to the degree of 
satisfaction with which the range bakes delicate cookies, 
cakes, &e., it seems that the effective employment of such 
knowledge in sales promotional work not only has great 
possibilities but actually represents a very sensible ap- 
proach to the solution of some of our present sales 
problems. 

Almost everyone in the gas business understands that all 
types of domestic gas burning appliances are growing more 
complicated from a mechanical standpoint from year to 
year. Taking gas ranges as an example we find that the 
addition of automatic lighters, time clock controls, safety 
pilots and many other features make a national programme 
of standardization and certification not only desirable but 
an absolute necessity if even reasonably satisfactory ser- 
vice is to be obtained in the field. The same thought ap- 
plies to space heaters also. Many of the newer types are 
being equipped with thermostats, fans and other automatic 
control accessories which, while they are desirable, as has 
previously been mentioned, add potential service problems 
that in the interest of safety and consumer satisfaction 
must be carefully checked for their performance before 
they are installed in the home. 

It is not intended to imply, nor do I believe anyone 
suspects, that even the most comprehensive Laboratory ex- 
aminations will ever serve as a complete safeguard against 
the possibility of some difficulties arising in the field. It is 
maintained, however, and the Laboratories have ample 
statistical data to prove it, that in the absence of some 
certification programme similar to that which our Industry 
is applying at the present time, a great deal more service 
difficulties would be experienced accompanied by resultant 
customer dissatisfaction than now exists. Hence, the ob- 
vious desirability of merchandising only approved appli- 
ances and the feasibility of mentioning such facts in local 
newspaper advertising, window displays, on billboards and 
in various other ways. 7 

It seems desirable to take advantage of the opportunity 
which has been offered me to make a plea for greater co- 
operation with the Industry’s gas appliance testing and 
approval programme being sponsored jointly by our Asso- 
ciations. The Author has a general knowledge at least 
of most of the so-called local appliance installation policies 
existing throughout the United States and Canada relating 
to domestic gas appliances. While it is understood that 
some situations require special treatment, the fact remains 
that there is no fundamental reason why such policies, for 
example, should vary so widely as they do at the present 
time. Occasionally these variations in accepted practice 
are based on sound engineering practice. Many times, 
however, they merely represent some engineer’s pet idea, 
which is not only annoying to the appliance distributor but 
is sometimes a downright impediment to the company he 
represents. The fact that the policies which I have men- 
tioned vary so widely seems to indicate proof that some 
of them even though they may not be entirely wrong, are 
open to considerable question. My object in bringing out 
such points in a Paper devoted primarily to sales is just 
this: If our Industry’s general policies affecting domestic 
gas appliance installation and use were correlated to a 
much greater extent, our Laboratories’ problems and those 
of its requirements committees would be tremendously 
simplified, and it seems to me also that our present sales 
problems would become far less difficult than they are at 
the present time. In other words, what we apparently 
need is more of a national approach to such problems, 
and while it is recognized that we can probably never in 
the near future standardize on all of our utilization prac- 
tices, nevertheless we can certainly go much further along 
this road to advantage than we have up to the present 
time. 

The promotion and sale of better appliances naturally 
should result in lower servicing costs and greater con- 
sumer satisfaction. Such factors in the end also should 
promote good will and be reflected by greater customer 
acceptance of our product. No one knows just exactly 
how much the Laboratories’ operations have reduced main- 
tenance difficulties. Of this much, however, we are cer- 
tain, they are far less than they would have been were 
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there no central testing agencies acting in an impartial 
manner and in the best interests of the whole Industry to 
correct them. 


Some Interesting Facts. 


Some interesting facts that it seems could be used to 
advantage in promoting gas sales are those relating to im- 
provements which have been made during the past 10 
years in domestic appliance performance. Statistics show, 
for example, that the increase in efficiency of gas ranges 
during the past 10 years approximates to 30%. Similar 
studies likewise bring out the fact that the overall or 
service efficiency of automatic storage gas-fired hot water 
heaters has been improved on the order of 20%. Space 
heaters and certain types of central heating gas appliances 
have, at the same time, been substantially improved in 
such respects. Hence, it seems that we can now safely 
conclude that marked improvements have been brought 
about in all phases affecting the construction and per- 
formance characteristics of gas-burning appliances and 
that the major portion of these advancements have defi- 
nitely been in the customers’ interest. 

A casual interpretation of my remarks might lead to 
the conclusion that the Laboratory is claiming sole credit 
for the improvements which have been made in gas ap- 
pliances during the last 10 years. Nothing could be 
farther from the truth. Appliance manufacturers who 
have been particularly aggressive during the past four 
years are entitled to far more credit than any single or 
even combined group of interests in our business. Their 
almost universal co-operation and support of our Associa- . 
tion’s joint approval programme has been one of the most 
remarkable examples of co-ordinated effort in self-regula- 
tion ever brought about on the North American Continent. 
As a result of their support approximately 2,300,000 of the 
2,500,000 gas appliances sold each year in the United States 
and Canada are of approved types. These statistics speak 
for themselves and indicate much more convincingly than 
anything I could say that the support of our gas appliance 
manufacturers in this country is well nigh universal. 
While, as previously indicated, most of our gas companies 
and gas appliance dealers are confining their sales ex- 
clusively to approved types of equipment, this does not 
seem to be sufficient. If we are to secure the optimum 
results from our certification programme it seems obvious 
that our customers and particularly prospective appliance 
purchasers should know more about it, not solely for the 
purpose of assuring them of the safety and efficiency of 
gas burning equipment, but also as a means of insuring 
their good will. 


Research Consciousness. 


Apart from the points which have been mentioned, there 
are also numerous other items that can be employed to 
form the basis for interesting stories concerning our appli- 
ance certification activities with popular appeal. These 
items are based principally on our industry’s technical ac- 
complishments. Almost everyone now is becoming re- 
search conscious to a greater or lesser extent. It is not 
recommended that we prepare for public consumption 
highly involved discussions on technical subjects. The 
fact that the work is being done by an industry of this 
kind largely in the consumer’s behalf is important, and 
it can and should be told in popular language. We have 
only to look at the publicity efforts of some of our keenest 
competitors to realize only too well that such material can 
be employed very effectively. Hence, it seems that herein 
really lies a sensible approach. While we have in the 
past devoted considerable time and space to exploitation 
of our Approval Seal, it now seems that the time is ripe 
for bringing the scientific work which is done in the cus- 
tomer’s behalf to his attention expressed in a way that he 
can understand it. 

It is estimated that somewhat in excess of $7,000,000.00 
has been expended by the Gas Industry in North America 
during the past 11 years in the improvement of its utiliza- 
tion processes. As has been stated, this outlay has been 
made very largely by our manufacturers and in the in- 
terest of the general public. It is obvious that our con- 
sumers should know of this fact. The following plans now 
under way or contemplated should assist materially in 
bringing this situation about: First, our Approval Seal 
is being employed in all of our national advertising copy. 
This fact is sure to bring it to the attention of a great 
many people. Second, the new paper stickers and tags 
bearing the Seal of Approval which have been authorized 
will give it greater prominence and as a result publicize 
it further. Third, gas companies especially should find 
the plan book now in the course of preparation exceed- 
ingly helpful in sales promotion and educational work. 
Fourth, other proposed activities which our requirements 
committees have under consideration should likewise 
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That SUSSEX Cookers have found great favour with consumers is undoubtedly 
due to the fact that they are planned to give the best all-round service. 
The oven is so designed that either a whole meal or a number of similar 
dishes can be cooked at one time. This, obviously, is a great advantage, 
and if the various exclusive features are considered it will be realised that 


the SUSSEX is one of the most attractive propositions ever offered to 
the gas undertakings. 


Sussex Gas Cookers 


R. & A. MAIN LIMITED, LONDON AND FALKIRK 


London Office and Showrooms: 48, Grosvenor Gardens, S,W.1. Glasgow Office and Showrooms: 82, Gordon Street 
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assist, if carried through as contemplated, in acquainting 
prospective gas appliance purchasers with what the La- 
boratories are doing in their behalf. 

Of this much we may be certain, the future growth of 
our business depends very largely on the sale of new ap- 
pliances and appurtenances. It seems obvious, therefore, 
that every possible sales promotional aid that can logically 
be employed should be used to its greatest practical ex- 
tent. Our appliance certification programme offers one 
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definite medium of this nature. The fact that it can be 
employed successfully has been demonstrated by a num- 
ber of our member gas companies in various sections 
throughout the country. Hence, it seems that we already 
have, and have had for a number of years, a very effective 
agency at our disposal for not only increasing gas sales, 
but creating greater public confidence. Apparently all 
that now remains is to capitalize on it to the greatest 
possible extent. 








Gas Undertakings’ Results 


Ellesmere. 


To the Ellesmere Port Council it has been reported there 
was a net loss on the Gas Undertaking of £2,692. About 6 
million cu.ft. less of gas were sold to the public, which meant 
a loss of income amounting to £1,615. Coke sales showed an 
increase of £1,700 on the previous year. 


Greenock. 


The Greenock Corporation Gas Department report for the 
year 1986-37 that the gross revenue from gas, residuals, &c., 
was £105,067, an increase of £6,075 over the previous year. The 
gross expenditure for manufacture, &c., was £91,722, an in- 
crease of £8,295. The balance of revenue over expenditure was 
£13,345, and standing charges amounted to £12,694. A sum of 
£1,000 was transferred to reserve, leaving a debit balance of 
£349, which, deducted from the credit in net revenue account, 
leaves a balance of £4,416 to be carried forward in the current 
year’s accounts. The average cost of coal per ton last year 
was 19s, 9°75d., being 5s. 10°88d. per ton more than in 1914. A 
further increase of 2s. per ton must be met in the current year, 
and the Engineer considers that the price of gas will require 
to be advanced in the near future if the cost of raw materials 
continues at the present high level. The average price of gas 
at 2s. 191d. per 1,000 cu.ft. (6°32d. per therm) is lower by 
305d. per 1,000 cu.ft. than in 1914. This is the lowest price 
charged for gas in the history of the Undertaking. The quan- 
tity of gas made was 791,404,000 cu.ft., equal to an increase of 
41,507,000 cu.ft. (5°5%) over the previous year. This make of 
gas constitutes a record for the Department. The aggregate 
increased make for the past five years is equal to 161,477,000 
cu.ft., or 26%. 


Newark. 


The annual report of the Newark Corporation Gas Depart- 
ment states that the gas made totalled during the year 1936-37 
185,063,000 cu.ft., an increase of 53 million or 3°2%. Income 
amounted to £47,098. and expenses to £82,862, leaving a gross 
profit of £14,236. Sale of fittings revenue added another 
£1,000. Of this amount interest on loans took £8,925; sinking 
fund, £6,356; reserve for working capital, £189; and income-tax, 
£1,684, leaving a surplus of £3,082 against £2,664 last year. Of 
this sum £1,781 is applied to capital provisions and the surplus 
on the year carried forward, which, including a refund of £106, 
totals £1,457. 


Port Talbot. 


The annual report of the Port Talbot Gas Department 
states that the gross profit for the year amounted to £16,660, 
and after payment of loan and interest charges, the net profit 
was £5,051. From this net profit, the sum of £1,737 was ex- 
pended on capital work out of revenue, and the remainder 
brought forward on the net revenue appropriation account in- 
creased this from £11,386 to £14,701. The gas made was 
220,459,000 cu.ft., being an increase of 8,338,000 cu.ft., or 3°9%. 
The gas sold was 203,396,000 cu.ft., being an increase of 8,078,000 
cu.ft., or 41%. After allowing for 2,041,000 cu.ft. of gas used 
on Works, &c., the gas unaccounted for was 6°8%, or 15,021,000 
cu.ft. This compares with 7°35%, or 15,670,000 cu.ft. the pre- 
vious year. The total coal carbonized was 10,122 tons, and the 
gas made per ton of coal was 92°6 therms. The average price of 
coal was 19s. 3d. per ton, representing an increase of 2s. 1d. 
per ton over the preceding year. The total value of appliances 
sold attained the figure of £17,962, in comparison with £16,937 
the previous year. The number of consumers has increased by 
500, bringing the total to 9,114. The majority of new con- 
Sumers were connected towards the end of the year; thus the 
full benefit of these was not obtained during the year. Con- 
tracts were placed during the year for a new gasholder at the 


wmavon Gas-Works, and benzole recovery plant and coke. 


grading and screening plants at the Aberavon Works. New 
central premises were purchased for showrooms, offices, and 
distribution stores. 


Rarisbottom. 


The Ramsbottom (Lancs.) Gas Company report a substantial 
increase in gas sales, and a large increase in the sale of gas 
appliances. The Company is laying new and larger mains to 
ceriain parts of the district of supply, and this work is pro- 
ceeding as rapidly as possible. During the half-year a crude 


benzole recovery plant had been installed. Dividends have 
been declared at’ usual rates. 


Singapore. 


The report of the Engineer and Manager, Mr, F, Bedford, 
on the working of the Singapore Gas Department for the year 
ended Dec. 31, 1936, states the revenue from coke was $54,253.65 
against $49,859.01 for 1935, the average price per ton being 
$20.25 against $20.88 for 1935. The revenue from tar was 
$9,984.85 against $17,070.85 for 1985. The tar made per ton of 
coal was 9'7 gallons against 11°2 gallons for 1935. The amount 
of gas manufactured was 309,807,000 cu.ft. against 297,178,000 
cu.ft. during 1935, an increase of 42%. Of the above quantity 
87,746,000 cu.ft. was water gas, equal to 28°3% of the make. 
The amount of gas used for public lighting was 151,077;216 
cu.ft., equal to 48°8% of the output. The amount of gas sold 
to private consumers was 123,623,402 cu.ft. against 120,639,056 
cu.ft. during 1985, an increase of 2°4%. The gas unaccounted 
for was equal to 9°3% of the make against 7°2% for 1935. The 
net profit from fittings, stores, &c., was $3,981.61 against 
$5,024.85 in 1935. The revenue from hired appliances was 
$51,245.72 against $46,649.04 in 1935, an increase of $4,596.68. 
The gross profit made by the Department allowing for Public 
Lighting at cost was $294,747.39 and after deducting loan 
charges, depreciation, and contribution to rate fund, there was 
a net profit of $103,080.18, of which $76,055.98 was expended 
on additions of a capital nature to mains, &c., leaving a credit 
balance of $27,024.20. The net profit for 1935 was $110,293.98. 


Stirling. 


The Directors of the Stirling Gas Light Company report that 
the sum of £20,083 stood at the credit of the revenue account 
at the close of the financial year. Over £7,864 was brought in 
from the previous year, and, with £4,807 deducted for interest 
and income-tax, a balance of £15,276 was available. Dividends 
absorbed £2,671, and from the balance of £12,606 the Directors 
recommended a final dividend of 10s. 8°992d. per share, less 
tax, on the original capital, absorbing £4,391, and leaving 
£7,864 to be carried forward. Sales of gas increased by 
23,988,700 cu.ft, The-increase in revenue from sales of gas was 
£3,839. Residual products produced an extra £1,521, and the 
annual revenue of the Company exceeded £50,000. There was 
an increase of £2,685 in coal expenditure, due to the larger 
amount required for the increased make of gas and to rising 
prices. 


Stoke-on-Trent. 


The annual report for the year ended March 31, 1987, of 
Mr. A. Mackay, M.I.Mech.E., Chief Engineer and General 
Manager, Stoke-on-Trent Gas Department, states that last 
year’s increase of 128,523,000 cu.ft. was the second highest ever 
attained; the record increase being for the year ended March 
81, 1920, which totalled 162,130,000 cu.ft. For the year under 
review the net increase in output has reached the figure of 
865,914,000 cu.ft., or more than double any increase previously 
obtained. The total quantity of gas made and coke oven gas 
received amounts to 2,458,964,000 cu.ft., giving a net increase 
of 365,914,000 cu.ft., or 17°49% over last year’s output. The 
increased yield of gas per ton of coal is equivalent to 1,568 
cu.ft. This follows an increase of 1,328 cu.ft. for last year. 
The quantity of refined tar and bitumen mixtures sold reached 
the total of 597,800 gallons, against 468,000. The total quan- 


tity of crude benzole produced for the past year was 275,960 


gallons, which is 82,686 gallons lower than last year’s final 
result. The reduction is primarily due to the decreased quan- 
tity of coal carbonized and, to a lesser degree, to the slightly 
lower yields obtained per ton of coal carbonized. Sales of gas 
refrigerators are showing a remarkable increase, while the 
number of enamelled cookers continues to increase steadily. 
Activities in connection with the increasing demand for town 
gas for industrial purposes continue to be most encouraging, 
and it has been found necessary to proceed with the intro- 
duction of additional plant in order to meet this demand. The 
number of lamps for public lighting has now reached 5,880, an 
increase of 241 over last year. The consumption was 85,647,000 
cu.ft. as against 78,793,000 cu.ft. for last year. The former 
consumption excludes 23,739,000 cu.ft. which is supplied free 
by the Department. During the year the total expenditure 
amounted to £242,314. The income for the year totals £332,820, 
against £328,424 last year, an increase of £4,396. 
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Continuous Carburizing by Gas 


Fig. |.—Continuous Carburizing Furnace. 


The question of alternative processes of carburizing is 
one which is receiving considerable attention in the United 
States, and many unconventional methods are now in use 
for an operation which for many years appeared to have 
reached finality. One of the latest developments in this 
field, which is of special interest to the Gas Industry, con- 
sists of a rotary retort continuous furnace, the carburizing 
medium used being either the ordinary mixed natural and 
manufactured gas as supplied by the Chicago and other 
gas undertakings, or in other cases town gas enriched by 
the addition of a small amount of high-grade benzole or in 
other cases by propane. The photograph reproduced in 
fig. 1 shows such a furnace which has now been working for 
considerably over a year on the carburizing of self-tapping 
screws such as are used for securing the soil pan under 
motor-car engines and for similar work. These screws 
require a slight case some 0°007 in. or 0°008 in. deep. 

The furnace in question, by the American Gas Furnace 
Company, Elizabeth, has an interior retort of nickel-chrome 
steel 10 in. diameter by 73 in. long, provided with an in- 
terior spiral. A variable speed driving gear is provided 
which enables the speed of rotation of the retort, and con- 
sequently the rate at which the work is carried through 
the furnace, to be varied within suitable limits. The work 
is charged into the retort through the hopper at the right- 
hand end, and is carried forward by means of the spiral 
through the chamber to the trap door at the other end of 
the furnace, where it is emptied little by little into the 
chute leading to the quenching bath. This door is tightly 
closed by guide shoes except when the discharge hole is at 
its lowest position. The charging hopper is fitted with a 
special cover which can be removed when fresh work has 
to be charged, and replaced so that the carburizing gas 
is always enclosed except when charging is in progress. 


The Gas Supply. 


The supply of gas for carburizing is introduced to the 
retort at the discharge end, travels against the flow of the 
work, and is finally discharged through a vent in the cover 
of the loading hopper, which has a valve to control the 
rate of discharge. As the discharge door at the end of 
the retort is either full or partly open during a quarter of 
each revolution, this permits a limited volume of the pro- 
ducts from the combustion chamber to enter the retort. 
These gases enter in close proximity to the place where 
fresh carburizing gas is admitted, and this addition at 
regular intervals serves not only to dilute the rich town 
gas supply, but also prevents the formation of excess 
quantities of soot. Heating of the furnace is effected by 
town gas under an air blast of 1 lb. per sq.in. s 

The screws to be carburized are fed into the hopper in 
quantities of 150 lb. every 30 minutes. When putting in 
a fresh load, the flame at the gas exhaust is first extin- 
guished, the cover of the hopper removed, and the gas in 
the hopper ignited by means of a torch, after which the 
fresh load is inserted, the cover replaced, and the gas re- 
lighted. When work is being charged at this rate, the 
speed of the retort is one revolution per minute, and the 
average output of carburized screws 300 Ib. per hour. Tem- 
perature control is effected by means of two thermo- 
couples, the one at the charging end being placed in the 


Details of an Interesting 
American Process Recently Intro- 


duced to this Country 


Reviewed 
by 
A. J. G. SMITH 


combustion chamber, while the other is inserted through 
the end of the retort with the end of the couple clesé to 
the actual. work. : 

It is stated that Chicago city gas has been found espe- 
cially suitable for this carburizing work. The process 
naturally eliminates a great deal of the handling involved 
when work is placed in boxes, and the method moreover 
is readily controllable as to carburizing efficiency, rate of 
flow, pressure, &c. In the case of the installation de- 
scribed, no conditioning of the gas was found necessary. 
The tumbling received by the parts in the retort is an aid 
to gas carburizing, as it prevents the parts from being 
coated with any slight film of soot which might form in 
case the carburizing gas should for any reason get out of 
balance, and it also prevents the formation of a stagnant 
film of gas round the work, both of which conditions would 
have an effect upon the uniformity of the ease. 
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Fig. 2.—Section through Automatic Quenching Bath. 


The automatic quenching tank supplied with this size of 
furnace is shown in section by fig. 2. It will be seen that 
this is provided with a perforated drum 12% in. diameter by 
452 in. long with an internal spiral by which means the 
work is constantly mixed as it is carried forward to the 
discharge end where it is raised by the continuous elevator 
into the discharge spout. The use of this automatic 
quenching tank prevents any large volume of work ac- 
cumulating at one point with resulting lack of accuracy in 
quenching. The capacity of the tank is 135 galls., and 
when the drum of the conveyor is operated at a speed of 
3 revolutions per minute this allows for a quenching time 
of 2} minutes. The drive is by } h.p. motor, with worm 
speed reducing gear. The first furnace of this type has 
recently been supplied to Great Britain for operation in 
the English works of a company manufacturing shake-proof 
washers. 
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Trafic Vibration 


Rigid or Self-adjusting Joints? 


Not many of the problems brought into being by the remarkable growth of 
road transport during the last decade are capable of easy solution. 


There is at least one exception, however. For instance, though much has 
been heard of the danger caused to historic buildings by traffic vibration, the 
harmful effects of such vibration on water and gas mains are not so apparent. 
To water and gas engineers responsible, however, for the maintenance of 
these essential public services, this was a very real problem until a few years 
ago, for rigidly-jointed mains could not be expected to withstand the severe 
vibration caused by modern conditions. 


Some six years ago the Stanton Company introduced the Stanton-Wilson 
Self-adjusting pipe-joint to overcome this and similar difficulties. That it has 


successfully done so is proved by the fact that more than 1,500 miles of Stanton- 
Wilson mains have now been laid by over 750 public authorities. 
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ti -tin, DIDE IAINT 





SAWER & PURVES 


(BRANCH OF METERS LTD.) 
Sole Makers of “THE MODEL COIN COLLECTOR.” 


Ask for a _ Painted and 


Particulars F eae lettered 
| ‘ as required 


It will be 


a pleasure Excellent 


to supply them ae a : : = . F Finish 


TELEPHONE 


TELEGRAMS 
Manchester 2289 Be sa os Sawer, Manchester 
Collyhurst a aoe ee x : 


i : ie i Sawer— 
Nottingham 75202 : \ 4 
Watford 2645 hiss ee co ae wg Pee 75202, Nottingham 
. : E 2645, Watford 


ESTABLISHED ate 
Derby Road Radford Meter Works 
Wastes’ NELSON METER WORKS, MILES PLATTING, MANCHESTER, 10 Radford Road, 


Nottingham 
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Gas Markets and Manufactures 


Stock Market Report 
(For Stock and Share Lists, see later pages) 


The improvement in markets which took place during the 
third week of the long Account and optimistically expected to 
continue came to an abrupt ending. A reactionary tendency 
set in right at the start last week in most sections, and towards 
the close conditions became even more disturbed by reason of 
the situation in China. There were a few bright spots, how- 
ever, notably British Funds which maintained a confident tone 
throughout, while the continued growth in traffic receipts, 
despite the latest wages award, kept up the values of home 
rails. The miscellaneous market on the whole was dull, with 
just sufficient buying here and there to effect a rise in a few 
prices. In the oil market quotations were mostly downwards, 
and the mining market became exceptionally quiet. 

Business in the Gas Market was a trifle heavier than a week 
ago and the recorded transactions covered a wider range of 
securities. It will be seen in the Stock and Share Lists that a 
large number of ordinary and preference issues were marked 
ex div., and apart from these quotations generally remained 
the same. In the Official List, the only change of note was a 
rise of 2s. in Bombay shares, and at the current middle market 
price of 28s. the yield on a dividend of 8%,.the rate paid each 
year since 1930, is a high one at £5 14s. 3d.%. The Company 
is in a strong financial position, having a comparatively small 
ordinary issue, no loan capital, and satisfactory reserves, the 
carry-forward at Dec. 31, 19385, amounting to £44,954 and the 
reserve fund £48,691. 

At the Provincial Exchange, Bristol ordinary recovered a 
further 14 points to 1173, and at Sheffield the local Company’s 
stock, the price of which at the time of writing contains the 
full half-year’s dividend, was marked up 3 points to 148 on the 
increased dividend announcement, the interim rate being raised 
from 3 to 34%. Apart from ea div. markings, the nominal 
quotations in the Supplementary List closed unchanged. 


Current Sales of Gas Products 
The London Market for Tar Products. 


Lonbon, Aug. 16. 

There is little of interest to report in connection with tar 
products and prices are steady at about the following levels: 

Pitch, 38s. per ton f.o.b. 

Creosote, 6d. to 64d. 

Refined tar, 33d. 

Pure toluole, 2s. 6d.; pure benzole, 1s. 9d.; 95/160 solvent 
naphtha, 1s. 8d.; and 90/160 pyridine, 8s. 6d.; all per gallon 
naked at makers’ works, 


Tar Products in the Provinces. 


Aug. 16. 


The average prices of gas-works products during the week 
were: Gas-works tar, 23s. 6d. to 28s. 6d. Pitch—East Coast, 
36s, to 87s. 6d. f.0.b. West Coast—Manchester, Liverpool, Clyde, 
36s. to 87s. 6d.* Toluole, naked, North, 2s. to 2s. 1d. Coal tar, 
crude naphtha, in bulk, North, 83d. to 9d. Solvent naphtha, 
naked, North, 1s. 64d. to 1s. 64d. Heavy naphtha, North, Is. 3d. 
to Is. 3}d. Creosote, ex works, in bulk, North, liquid and salty, 
5d, to 53d.; low gravity, 43d. to 44d. Heavy oils, in_ bulk, 
North, 5d, to 54d. Carbolic acid 60’s, 4s. 14d. to 4s. 3d. Naph- 
thalene, £18 to £20. Salts, 90s. to 95s., bags included. Anthra- 
cene “A” quality, 44d. to 43d. per minimum 40% purely 
nominal; ‘‘ B ’’ quality, unsalable. 


ba All prices for pitch are now quoted on the basis of f.o.b. In order to 
arrive at the f.a.s. value at any port it will be necessary to deduct the loading 
costs and the tolls whatever they may be. 


Tar Products in Scotland. 


Giascow, Aug. 14. 


Despite the lack of new business in quantity, quotations are 
well maintained in all departments. ] 

Crude gas-works tar.—The actual value is 37s. to 38s. per ton 
ex works in bulk. 

Pitch remains very dull at about 30s. to 32s. 6d. per ton 
f.o.b. Glasgow for export, and 30s. per ton ew works in bulk 
for home trade. 

Refined tar is quite active with prices unchanged at 3d. to 
3id. per gallon free on rails for export, and 3jd. to 3jd. per 
gallon ex works in buyers’ packages for home trade. 

Creosote oil.—There is a fair demand for all qualities and 
prices are well held as follows: Specification oil, 53d. to 53d. 
per gallon; low gravity, 6d. to 64d. per gallon; neutral oil, 54d. 
to 54d. per gallon; all ex works in bulk. 


Cresylic acid.—Although new business is quiet makers are 
firm in their attitude and spot lots are being quoted as under: 
Pale, 97/99%, 4s. 3d. to 4s. 5d. per gallon; dark, 97/999, 4s. 
to 4s. 2d. per gallon; and pale, 99/100°, 4s. 8d. to 4s. 11d. per 
gallon; all ex works in buyers’ packages. 

Crude naphtha.—Any quantity available is commanding 
round 6d. to 6$d. per gallon ex works in bulk, according to 
quality and district. 

Solvent naphtha.—Only limited supplies are available for 
which quotations are at ls. 5d. to Is. 6d. per gallon for 90/160 
grade, and 1s. to Is. 1d. per gallon for 90/190 heavy naphtha. 

Motor benzole is valued at round ls, 44d. to Is. 5d, per 
gallon. 


Pyridine.—Prices are nominal at 7s. to 8s. per gallon for 
90/160 grade, and 8s. to 9s. per gallon for 90/140 grade. 


Benzole Prices. 


These are considered to be the market prices for benzole at 
the present time: 


d. 8. d. 
Crude benzole : 93 to o 10 per gallon at works 
Motor ,, ee 3 » I 38 
4 
8 


90% ss 1 43 
Pure 1 8} 


Contracts Advertised To-Day 

Coke Handling, Screening, and Storage Plants. 

Sowerby Bridge Gas Department. [p. 422.] 
Condensers. 

Blackpool Gas Department. [p. 422.] 
Electro Static Detarrers. 

Blackpool Gas Department. [p. 422.] 
Exhausters (Steam Driven). 

Blackpool Gas Department. [p 422.] 
Gas-Works Buildings. 

Blackpool Gas Department. [p. 422.] 
Liquor Concentration Plant. 

Blackpool Gas Department. [p. 422.] 
Livesey Washers. 

Blackpool Gas Department. [p. 422.] 
Static Washers. 

Blackpool Gas Department. [p. 422.] 
Station Meter. 

Blackpool Gas Department. [p, 422.] 


Further Gas Undertakings’ Results 


Long Sutton. 


The Directors of the Long Sutton (Lincolnshire) Gas Com- 
pany report a profit on the year’s working of £581. A divi- 
dend of 3% was recommended. 


Perth. 


The Perth Gas Department report an increase in the sales of 
gas for the past year of 1°38°%.. Income amounted to £70,050, 
expenditure to £57,402, and surplus to £12,648. To the surplus 
there was added an available balance of £2,496, making 
£15,143, and, after meeting interest on loans and redemption 


of annuities and other payments, there remained a balance of 
£714, 


Wellingborough. 


The Directors of the Wellingborough Gas Light Company, 
Ltd., report that for the year ended June 30, 1937, an interim 
dividend of £5,261 was paid on March 1. After providing for 
interest there remains an available balance of £9,279. The 
Directors recommend that dividends at the same rate as before 
(74% on the “ Original *’ and 6% on the ‘‘ Additional ’’ Shares, 
less income-tax) be declared for the half-year, and paid on 
Sept. 1. The payment of dividends and tax thereon will absorb 
the sum of £5,400, leaving a balance of £3,878 to be carried 
forward. Since November last all gas used at Irthlingborough 
has been supplied from Wellingborough. The Irthlingborough 
works are now closed down, and a new branch showroom is in 
course of erection. The Directors desire to express their ap- 
preciation of the valuable services rendered to the old Com- 


pany by the Manager, Mr. J. C. Swinburne, who retired en 
July 31. 
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NEW VERTICAL 
RETORT PLANTS 
NOW .IN 
REGULAR 
SERVIGE 








bas 
a , 


SV 


This installation, built for the Municipality of 

Svendborg, Denmark, is an_ interesting 

example of the modern Glover-West vertical 

retort plant designed for the smaller works. 

plants in It is an eight-retort unit with fuel-gas 
Sg producers equipped for breeze-burning, 

21 Zt waste-heat recovery plant and electric lift. 
eountries Woe Coaling is by means of an automatic skip-hoist. 


WEST'S GAS IMPROVEMENT GO., LTD. 


MANCHESTER: ALBION IRONWORKS, MILES PLATTING m LONDON : COLUMBIA HOUSE, ALDWYCH, W.C. 2 
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STOCK AND SHARE LIST First 





Stock 
or 
Share 


Issue. 


£ 


When 
ex- 
Dividend. 


‘Dividends. 


Prev. hese 


Hf. Yr.| Hf. Yr.| 


% p.a. | % p.a. 





1,767,439 | Stk. 


a.—The quotation is per £1 of Stock. 


Mar. 15 
June 21 
ro 9 
Apl. 5 


Aug. 9 


* 93 


Mar. 
June 
June 
22 May '33 
6 Nov.’33 
June 21 
July 19 
7 


June 
Apl. 


Mar. 
Aug. 
June 


Feb. 
Aug. 


June 
Aug. 


June 


Stock and Share List continued overleaf. 
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* Ex div. 


_ OMciat Quotations on the London Stock ‘Exchange 





| 


| 


NAME. 


Alliance & Dublin Ord. 
Do. 4 p.c. Deb. 
|Barnet Ord. 7 p.c. 
Bombay, Ltd. . 
Bournemouth sliding scale ... 
Do. 7 p.c. max. ... 
Do. 6 p.c. Pref. 
Do. 3 ~ c. Deb. 
Do. . Deb. 
Do. .c. Deb. 
— &e. . Con. 


» COR. aie 
*B’ _ 





|. Do. 6 p.c. 
British Ord. 
| Do. 7p.c. Pref. ... 
Do. 54 p.c. ‘B® Cum. Pre. 
| Do. 4p.c. Red. Deb. 
Do. 5 p.c. Red. Deb. 

Do. 34 p.c. Red. Deb. 
\Cape Town, Ltd... 
| Do. 44 p.c. Pref. 

Do. 43 p.c. Deb. 
\Cardiff Con. Ord. 

Do. 5 p.c. Red. Deb. 
‘Colombo ors 

c. Pref. 


“/MI ae Colonial Gal ie. Ltd. Ord. 


8 p.c. Pref. 

Lepeenth Ord. _.. 

Do. 3 p.c. Deb. 
Do. 5 p.c. Deb. 

Croydon sliding scale 
Do. max. div. ... 

Do. 5 p.c. Deb.... 
|East Hull Ord. BD PBs 
East Surrey 7 5.p.c. 

Do. p.c. Deb. 

|Gas af - a 
Do. 4p.c.Red Cum. Pref. 

|Gas Light & Coke 4 p.c. Ord. 

| Do. 34 p.c. max. 

4 p.c. Con. Pref... 

33 p.c. Red. Pref. 

| 3 p.c. Con. Deb.... 

| \ 5 p.c. Red. Deb. ... 

| . 44 p.c. Red. — 

} 3} p.c. Red. Deb.. 

Harrogate New Cons. 

Hornsey Con. 34 p.c. 

lImperial Continental Cap. ... 
Do. 34 p.c. Red. Deb. 

Lea Bridge 5 p.c. Ord. 

Malta & Mediterranean é 

Metropolitan = Melbourne) 
54 p.c. Red. Deb. 

M.S. Utility *C’ Cons. a 
Do. 4 p.c. Cons. Pref. 
Do. 4 p.c. Deb. dee 
Do. 5 p.c. Deb. 

Do. 34 p.c. Rd.Rg. Bds. 

\Montevideo, Ltd. . 





|North Middlesex 6 p. c. Con. | 


Northampton 5 p.c. max. 
Oriental, Ltd.. 
Plymouth & Stonehouse 5 Pp. ‘e. 
Portsmouth & Gosport Cons. 
Do. 5 p.c. max. 
Do. 5 p.c. Pref. 


Severn Val. Gas Cor. Ld. Ord. | 
» 44p.c. Cum. Pref. | 


Shrewsbury 5 p.c. Ord. 
South East’n Gas. Cn.Ld. Ord. 


Do. y p.c. Cum. Pref. 
Do. 4p.c. Deb. ... 
Do. 34 p.c. Red. Deb. 
‘South Met. Ord. we 
Do. 6 p.c Irred. Pf. . 
Do. 
Do. ; p.c. Deb. ie 
Do. p.c. Red. Deb.... 
South Suberben Ord. 5 p.c.... 


Do. 
Do. 
Do. 


4 p.c. Pref... 





5 p.c. Deb... 
Do. 4 p.c. Deb... 
Do. 3} p.c. Red. Deb. 

IS. Western Gas & Water Ord. 
Do. 44 p.c. Red. Cum. Pf. 
Do. 4p.c. Red. Deb. 

Southampton Ord.5 p.c._... 

0. 4p.c. Deb. 

Swansea 54 p.c. Red. Pref. 
Do. 34 p.c. Red. Deb. 

Tottenham and District Ord. 
Do. 54 p.c. Pref... 
Do. 5 p.c. Pref. . 
Do. 4 p.c. Deb. . 

U. Kingdom Gas on Ord. 
Do. 44 p.c. Ist Cum. Pref. 


Do. 34 p.c. Red. Deb. 
Udit. &c., 5 p.c. 
p.c. Pref. 
Wandiuiorth Covechdaaes 
Do. 5 p.c. Pref 
Do. 4 p.c. Pref. 
Do. : . c. Deb. 
Do. c. Deb. 
Watford and PA items Ord. 
5 p.c. Pref. ... 
54 p.c. Pref. 





4 p.c. Red. Deb. | 


34 p.c. Red.Deb. 


Do. 44 p.c. Red. Cum. Pref. 
4 p.c. Irred. Pf. ... | 


Do. 5 p.c. Pref.... | 


3} p.c. Red. Pref. } 


Do. 44 p.c.2nd Non-Cum. Pr.| 





+ Paid free of income-tax. 


Quota- 
tions 
Aug. 13. 


170—175 


192—202* 
158—163* 
130—135* 
79—84 
98—103 
116—121 
152—157* 
135—140* 
127—133* 
148—153 
140—145 


14—24 

13—34 

79—84 
125—130* 


120—125* 
110—115* 
95—100* 
98—101* 
113—118 
97—102 
95—100 
19/—21/- 
20/——22/- 
97—102 
11i—116* 


121—124* 
109—114* 
97—102 
20/-—22/- 
20/-—-22/- 

17/-—19/- 


96—99 
147—152* 
109—114* 
141—146* 
118—123* 
97—100* 

113—118 

97—102 
140—145* 
109-—114* 
121—126* 


t For year. 





Rise | Transactions, 


Lowest and 
Highest Pric 
During the 
Week. 
71 


161—165 


7 


42/6—43 14 


913—92 
75} 
1O—112 


1253 


24/3—24/I 
83 
99—1024 
1014—1024 
9—80; 


7 :} 
1124—114 
112—113 


=of6 


147—1495 


1643166 


24'6—24/9 
2I/- 
19/-—19/3 
106—1094 
1324—134 
100 
77—784 


1094—11 13 
122—123 


9/-—19/6 
113—114 
974—99 


1385—139 


| 20/74—20/ 103 
20/74—21/13 
17/9—18/3° 
97 


§ Actual. 


came 
‘Permac” 


(the original metal-to- 
metal Jointing) 


‘* Permac”’ Joints ii ina Gas Works. 


‘* Permac’’ Joints in a Gas Works, 


Cheap imitations are ever appear- 
ing. Do not be misled! ‘“Permac” 
has been manufactured solely by 
Thomas & Bishop Ltd. since 1915 

Its unaltering worth is proved 
every day in Gas Works all over 
the country. 


(Permac 


es lthbeince -TO-METAL JOINTING MATERIAL. 


Obtainable only from: 


THOMAS « BISHOP 
37, Tabernacle St. 
LONDON, E.C.2 








Dividends. 








STOCK AND SHARE LIST—cont. 


__ Stocks nara Se Quoted on Provincial _Exchanges 





347,756 | ae | Stk. | 
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July 5 
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Mar. 15 


Feb. 


Aug. 
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25/-b |Ascot Ord. ... jan +» | $02—107 
5 Do. 5p.c. Pref... | 108—113 
5 |Assd. Gas and Water Ord... 19/6—21/6 
3 | Do. p.c. Red. Cum. Pref. 19/6—21/6 
34 | Do. 34 p.c. Red. Deb. ... 95—100 
++» |Assoclate “ein ie Pref. 17/-—19/- 
«- | Do. 34 p.c. Red. tae 95 —100 
8 (Bognor Orig. Ord.‘A’ .. 160—170 
8 Do. New Addl.‘A’ 160—170 
7 Do. New7p.c.max. ...| 141—146 
10 = |\Cam. Univ. & Town 10 p.c.max.| 193—203* 
f 7 p.c. max, 135—140* 
5 Do. 5 p.c. max. ... a _ 103* 
74 |Eastbourne‘A' 5 p.c. 158—163* 
6 {| Do. ‘B’34p.ec. ... 133* 
5 Do. 5 p.c. Pref. ... -- | 10B—113* 
5 Do. 5 p.c. Deb. | §15—120 
% Great Yarmouth 83 Ps ‘c. max. 45—50 
74 | Do. ey we | = 40—45 
54 | Do. .c. Deb. . 120—125 
9 Gintocd ons. 172—177 
5 Do. 5 p.c. Pref. 112—117 
5 Do. 5 p.c. Deb. 113—118 
4 Hampton Court Cons. 160—165 
83 Luton Cons.‘A’... 166—171 
54 Mid Kent Ord. 9—10 

10 \Oxford & “4~ Ord. ...| 203—208* 
5 | Do. 5p.c. Pref. ee | 108—113* 
6 Do. 6p.c. Red. Pret. | {10—t15* 
% |Peterborough Ord. 159—169 
7% \Redditch Ord. 127—137 
8 |Romford Ord. es 155—165* 
4 Do. 4pc. Pref. ... 97—100* 
5 | Do. Sp.c. Deb. ... 115—120 
54 |Rugby 5 p.c. Pref. ... 125—130* 

6 | Do. 6p.c. Red. Pref. 106—111* 

54 Do. 54 p.c. Deb. ... 122—127 
8 (RydeOrd. ... 160—165 
5 (Scarborough Ord. ... 115—125* 
8 (Shanklin & Ventnor . 158—168 
7 (Staus® Ord. . 137—142 
5 Do. 5 p.c. Deb.. 112—117 
54 's. Midland Gas Cpn. ‘Ltd. Ord. 19/-—21 /- 
44 | Do. 4% p.c. Red. Cum. Pref. | 18/6—20/6 
7 (Southgate & Dist. 7 p.c. max. | 140—145* 
5 | Do. Sp.c. Pref. | $10—115* 
5 Swindon Cons. 106—113 
5 | Do. Sp.c. Deb. | $10—115 
5  |Torquay and Paignton 5 p.c. PE) 1O—115 
5 |Wakefield Ord a 120—125* 
5 | Do. 5 p.c. max. ese eee | 103—108* 
6 |Weymouth Ord. _... | 103—108* 
6 |Wolverhampton 6 p. c. Pref... 125—130* 
53 Do. Stp.c. Rd. Db] fOB—113 
4 \York Cans. + | 102—107* 
5 | Do. 5Sp.c. Red. Deb. ....| 105—110 
64 le “ag (Cam. 05 p.c Cons. | (28—133 
5; Do. 5 p.c. Pref. ... ° 106—113 
53 Do. 5} p.c. Deb.... 123—128 


b Actual for Quarter. 





* Ex div, 


20). 


1623—1633 


2093210 
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PATENTS. 


MEWBURN, ELLIS, & CO., 











Transactions, 
Whee ran oan Quote- Loweee end CHARTERED PATENT AGENTS 
e | . tions. es' 
Share| Dividend. | Hf. Ye.| Hf. Ye. | Aug. 13. During the AND TRADE MARK AGENTS, 
% p.a. | eek. 70 & 72, Chancery Lane, London, W.C. 2 Import 
| Telegrams: ‘Patent, London.” ‘Phone: 0437 Holborn. ; 
BRISTOL EXCHANGE. a And 3, St. Nicholas Buildings, Newcastle-on-T'vne. Gas in 
July 19 © 5 Bath Cons... ‘ .) 19120 ing <3 
July 19 5 5 |Bristol, 5 p.c. max. ... eee |  LI7—118 An As] 
June 7 4 4 Do. Ist 4 p.c. Deb. | 1003—1024 a 
: 2 Be. zu 4 = Deb. = xy 1U 
io. Sp.c. Deb. ... ote Coa 
July 5 5 Newport (Mon.) 5 p.c.max.... | !01—106 
July 5 | § Newport (Mon) S picimax.--; | 101—10 TROTTER, HAINES & CORBETT 
; | é LBs 7pee! | 1 BRETTEL'S ESTATE Brique 
10. ve. °C | — 
on : ; “oceania a. 5. | | = The F 
une ry c. Del 96— ert 
4 | th) De eS Deb, | 1s7—t60 FIRE-CLAY & BRICK WORKS 
LIVERPOOL EXCHANGE. STOURBRIDGE 
Aug. 64 | 5S (Chester 5 p.c. Ord. ... 104—105* —_— Coren 
June oe Nae. Do. 4 p.c. Pref. ... 97—101 Holi 
2. ia Do. 34 p.c. Deb.... 89—92 Manufacturers of GAS RETORTS, GLASSHOUSE 
ret” : 4 aaa pe core: ~| ae FURNACE & BLAST FURNACE BRICKS, LUMP, 
June 5 5° Do. 5 p.c. Red. Pref. 99—104 TILES and every Description of FIRE BRICKS. Person 
a. 1. 10. maa ee —: | 206216" Special Lumps, Tiles, and Bricks for Regenerative and ; 
ee ae 7 | 7° | Do *B'7 pe. 147—157* 3 Furnace Work. Obitua 
NEWCASTLE EXCHANGE, Suipments PromptiLy AND CAREFULLY ExecurTzp, lad 
+ —— malg 
Aug. 8 Blyth 5 p.c. Ord. | 165—166* Unit 
Feb. 5 Hartlepool G. & W. Cn. & New 122—123 | Lonpon Orrice: E. C. Brown & Co., 
pe 4 — “tne — “ee ” LeapgNnHALt Caameers, 4, St. Mary Axa, E.C, 
June 21 34 Do. 34 p.c. Deb. ... 91—92 
Nov. 2 5 Do. 5 p.c. Deb. '43... , 108—I1069 
Feb. 6 = |Sunderland 6 p.c. max. ve | 139—I141 
: y : FOR 
NOTTINGHAM EXCHANGE. ____|} UNDERPRESSURE CONNECTIONS 
fon . $ Duty C Con. Sie. 150—160 , Drilling Sets, Drills and Taps and Tools 
une \ .c. De ‘ 100—105 eo 
Feb. 23 Red . :. ‘ _ pee ade ee FROM STOCK. 
” oO. by ra. eee oer . ® s 
june 21 5 | Do. Spe.Pre. |. | 10-12 Underpressure Engineering Co. Ltd. 
| Sp.c.Deb. ... — 105—110 ee 70, VICTORIA STREET, S.W.1. Vic. 3409, 
SHEFFIELD EXCHANGE. ' a: Works: Manchester, 4. Collyhurst, Manchester 1312. — 
Feb. | 10 |Great Grimsby ‘A ' Ord. 21C—220 i 
- 10 Do. *B’ Ord. 210—220 ee 
10 | Do. *C’ Ord. 205—210 Siti 
pe > — rey Deb. 146—150 — 
uly 4 | Do. p.c. De ___ 100—103 athe 
BUFFALO INJECTOR 
Supplementary List of Stocks and Shares ‘not Officially Quoted (British Made) THE 


G 


Operated entirely by one handle 


GREEN & BOULDING, LTD. 


162a, DALSTON LANE; LONDON, E. 8 








CAST IRON 
PIPES 


GAS, WATER, & STEAM 


lin. to 12in. BORE. 


THOS. ALLAN & SONS LTD., 


Bonlea Foundry, 


THORNABY-ON-TEES. 


Telegrams: “‘BONLEA, THORNABY-ON-TE! is.” 
Telephone No.: STOCKTON 66121 (Two Lincs). 


— 
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THE 
GOVERNOR - GENERAL 


GAS COOKER 


The Governor-General is the latest improve- 
ment in single oven burner gas cookers. The 
Patent bottom flue outlet compels the heat to 
circulate throughout the entire oven before 
leaving at the bottom by the Patent door flue. 
The oven interior linings are designed to 
eliminate the use of loose gates. 


The Governor-General is particularly easy to 
keep clean. Inside linings are porcelain- 
enamelled. The shelves are removable and 
can be replaced without difficulty. The hot- 
plates are designed to avoid dirt-traps. 





The oven heat control is now fitted with the 
AM new Vizor dial, so that the setting can be read 
at a glance. 
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